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Malaysia at 50: Looking Back and Looking Forward.
Omar Farouk (Hiroshima City University)

Malaysia celebrated its 50th Independence Anniversary on 31st August, 2007.
Fifty years may be a short span of time in the life of a nation but for Malaysia
it is long enough to enable it to mature as a nation. The Federation of Malaya,
Malaysia’s precursor, was established as an independent nation on 31st August,
1957 under turbulent and uncertain circumstances at a time when its plural
society was still socially, economically, culturally and politically insulated from
each other. The Cold War was almost at its height and Emergency Rule which
had been declared throughout the country since 1948 to combat the communist
terrorism was still in place. Poverty was evident everywhere, illiteracy was
widespread, and socio-economic imbalances between the races were glaring.
Within the nascent federation separatist tendencies existed, ethnocentric
tendencies were prevalent and feudal loyalties remained strong. The problems
that were before the young nation were massive. Its political evolution too was
full of drama especially when Malaya was enlarged to become Malaysia. It had

its vicissitudes — its ups and downs which came in many forms. Malaysia today
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appears to have come of age after having enjoyed virtually half a century of
sustained political stability, educational development and economic growth. Its
image fifty years ago as a sleepy colonial backyard has been transformed into
that of a stable and peaceful modern polity with a thriving economy and a
vibrant and confident society. Malaysia has even been seen by others as a
‘model Muslim nation’. But the dramatic pace of development and change that
Malaysia went through has not been without costs. For one thing, Malaysians
of all walks of life and ethnic and religious backgrounds have had to make all
kinds of sacrifices to help create the conditions that made this transformation
possible. In the process, Malaysian society too has undergone a lot of changes
and Malaysians can no longer be taken for granted. Old debates on race,
religion, language, democracy, freedom and citizenship appear to be
re-emerging. The new challenges to the old style and structure of politics and
business are going to be intense. The era of the ICT, Youtube, SMS culture,
transnational labour mobility, lifelong learning, and unconventional scientific
exploration is poised to influence the next fifty years of Malaysia’s search for
the true meaning of independence and nationhood. This lecture will critically
evaluate Malaysia’s past fifty years as an independent nation and speculate on

its next fifty.

wmE1
ML 50 ED< L — T ORE - &
—HEON L E—
HA BT (BEBKRT)

VL=V T OMSBRORFERRILZ, AEREEORTOLERSATE L, &<
(CHTRR B BOR (NEP) OBFEHEMG IR b5 L 95 2B 2240 & 3 BT X 2 dan it
R TEMOHET, ~L—vT7ORWREREERL L L, AREHKRE
CWHFEIHLTVD,

BFICED27I7 FTBORPCHBICE b, HHOAE s RES LI L,
HEH I TE, ERFFRICERS NI A=y 7 3B ERL, v —
FROBLTETMICBT 28T BENEINL, FHEHNMERELZ DL L LT
DOEM M L7z, £72 1980 FRUBEOFEH O A RICL Y, BE SEAN) 58
HHEM Lz, LU, b —UTBFIE, BUF OB I 2 4t 58 & 240
ZATEY., FEHEOHEFLRE., HE oMM, BETEE O~ RECRE,



JAMS News No.39 (2007.11)

BV E Swm-WwEOAH, £ - hoam, BEROHER & IRE. BREM
R Y, SESERBENIRESN TV IONEFETHL, £ 1997 EFDwEEL
BOBRIZEH, ZORBITARNIHEICK L THELTH -7,
AKEETIZI95TEDMSIUKE DO~ L — 2 T O LSO EICH Z M T,
B BOR., 7@hy - BEHOZE A, BEFBE, (t2EH), P ¥R EDH
Kb, O EZIZONTHER LWy,

& 2
MG F RGO A T =X A
A ER (7 V7R

~ L=V 7 TS LSRR Ic b, EET R =y 7 EM O E D R

SAETDEEIBFENT WD, O XD et )5 A Wl 2 & iR 3 2 61
REOWZATHEHTHY, L=V THIEOBRBERFHEIZ L Vo THELIXZ RN
59,

TiEARE, v —v 7 ClREBE S ERERER DB HENTE DAL, 20
IVICSEREZR, ME—HE DX 225252 L3 T& RV, ARG T, BIRHIE
ZOLDONREOMRICERERY, HODHEEGFRO A 7 = xA%%ﬂﬁé

e BIE S TlE, TES OS] TBWTREERICLA2MHFPER
(conflict management) % FEH 4 5 f_&’)ﬂ)xﬁiffiﬁ 5 < ﬁi%ﬁéi’bfé‘ 7o WHET
X, BORm COMAZHEZWNICES PR EER Ny 7 00EDTHD, =V

WHEZBOA 2T o 72525 E (BHIZE®EEE) RELOMER-S
TWb, L2, REEHL TN ENENZES, HEFT 259 27T, hEE
RE~OZHNFHICHFICH LIZEZSIHW, HIBIGEHIC, BIBEFEEMA
ZWICHLS A e T A TREETHE LTH, THRIRFARBICKS ZERH~L
BIAvEUr T4 720 b0ERA D,

T, =V = 2B EEZHONFIZEI A BT 4 THEDNT, K
KRBTV DREEZDZDEEZONDES I e KAWETIE, HOSERK
FTFOBRLEWEANEMGE =L LTETMEL, 22 bORRLFHHREL
BHICT 2HENA vy T4 TOHFERRZBOFHETHD Z L, QRIRN D HE
NBENEEN T IR RHEEZST WD L, OFZHA BT 4 TOLF
TER, BEEMORENFICZBEZBOSIND LW DRI DI AL ZME+ 5 %) R
EbOIZE, O3IODFEEXEL, TO%, ~L—v 7 OBREHE, HadlE,
N E R ES E OB L BOR BB O FH oM 2B L T EROEZEOZ Y% M
ﬁ?éo

10



JAMS News No.39 (2007.11)

B2y var: @HREHRE

wmE 1
2LV TIWRRBITIBDAE—NE—FT 4T AT TOREEZTOEES
R w5 (W RFERFER)

<l — /7@£mf747®% XL BUN - B O E M & B L CBLIRE A 3
2OBHERIZLTEHY, D RRLBUFIZ MG OB W HRITE D I H]E S h
6ﬂ\ﬁﬁéh@w’t%fbkéohobtﬁ%® FH, L=y T TliEA—
NE—FT 4T AT 4T OHFEENERAT AT OHREMT L TCVDEL DD,
ABEZ, V=TIV TEIIHERCBNICHHARERIC IV EE ST
WEE—NVE—FT 47« AT 4 TORBRICOVWTRNT D EE BT, ZOBUAR
1)« FEEWR B IZ O N TEET 5,

AKEFIUTO LY IcETL, £7. BHEBEE LT, A=AV F—F T 17« A
TATDOEREAT 4 THHOBREMBST 2, TDOH>2 T, A—NVF¥—F7F 4
T AT 4 T OREBIZOETBIE - T RE L BICA TV, £T. 80 D
F—=NE—=FT 4T AT 4 T OBRGIZOE, BEEOBUAE - tLSARI D 53
T5, LT, 0FRKOBUBSEETICH X L EEBE, TO®RICEEET DK
HMLTWo2RREEOR TV, Z0%, FHFEICBVZN, EVHTFTDHD
X PASHEBARED T~T 4] . NGODOT VT v DORITTH [TV Ty <A
—J . ARy fD=a2a—AY A F [vL—vT7F=] | ZZIHFETREI
FHSNDZ LR MAT R D 4FEFHTHD,

e 2
L=V TRBIAT LV —FBEEORMFUNIE
—EFEBERBLOA V FRUTELEORBRER LI
s (=%) #h+

INETOAEERTIE, BEREFRLLTOST L =37 W) HH A 2 Al &

LT, FIZFVLV—ARA AT =L LDOEDLYIZBITS, vV —BREEORK - 5
%&°ﬁ?’*é’ﬂf‘ﬂ%%1i%dj‘% CT&7=, N, LOVARBEHNRSEOKIZED
20, BICEEBHRESCA UV FXUTELEORBKEAHEBICEEX, v L —EBICBIT S

%%@ﬁ®£%t%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ#%@%% 9 5,

11



JAMS News No.39 (2007.11)

W, BARTRBIASHOWON TS EEDOHIRT Th 5 MEENB REER
SR, HEREEZ7 +—J 228G L THMEL TV DR, EHET RS, RM7 Y
TOLT 2BOBREMRREMLELZHEEAFLTNWDLIZ L THDL, BETHIE, H
AOFY A NHILFERN, KET7T V7 EME0ER 2L ERTIBITHICHD Z
ERFALENE S, REEIL, BEFRZOLDOICEREUY LTI+ —TF 208 7F
EINTWD ELRL,

ZOXO B AEREL, BIEELT, (1) REYL—Y T THAICY L —FEE
HOWMRIEENVLELEINLZON (2) BEMRSHERT, A PRy 7 iEREL
L —EREZILOLIICE LI B) A AT —AEOMHEIZBWT, v L —
T DXV A B TR, B EFER o5 BB (2 X, S o HEEIEIR
TA] ORLFTFRE)EEDLIICHBEL TWD DM, &b\i,ﬁacou\fiézwf
BE7-w,

wmE 3
T7 Ry TEMETOFBHBBRICET 2R R
—NT =M X BT T Ry FHH 2SI
IR BN (v RUORZPRET 7 U I WFEFPEKFBT)

CNT =ML DT T Ry THHNIL 2006 0 — KHKFE L L TCRIESINT,
FIHCE BT 2T 2RI, BEL<IEMT 22608 TE5, 4%, MBUHED
REmM CTOBRRLEBRT 27200 —1HE LT, KBRIIT., 77 Ny JBHETO
FEHEGBORIZER LY TS,

T 7 Ry T E 9 REE & WAWASAN2020 #E A% 12\ 1) T @ National Mission
ELTHLEST, REOHRRBROZ AL NNERDOES % iR - 7=, [FEHEETIX
[Enhancing Human Capital] BT 52 E 2R T Wb, £/, BEERRINLL
2007 TR TITEABOBMBLAE D AL, B ETHEOARIC S EB T
by, RMMMEZE U RERBBRS K HREE o7,

ZORMNT, NHEARPNRFERRICERELRERH 2 R-T AR INL TS,
T, BEE2KIMESOEMICEAL, 77 Ny JBMET., E&IX5EE 0 EENE
ERBT RETHY, RIERESEIRTRVWEOFRZERL TWD, FEHEN
REREDORME R DRNEIRFILTND LHMETE D, 5. 202 B A
FrfFDORFELZMEISEDAREELEETE R, BINREENEEREEORE
HOZTIMERDIENRENDRE, YT HICBWTRIETEMOEE AL
T/hEL VWX ITEREND,

RMFEORFREZMA LXET 27200 NBERDILFE & HBTHGEK,

12



JAMS News No.39 (2007.11)

JOBRHELROSEETEAZEH L CAOMMAIC T 5T, Faicdh D0k
realist L L TCOT T Ky T200n, N T 4 —LEDEKEED, 5 @E@é
Mot EET 5,

HE 4
W% (R&D) O EREBER
—= L —UTICRBIT B HR AV £ % R&D BiEE D EFHFFE—
A T (T KRS RFR)

1985 ED 7 TV AELKE, AREEITIHEOMIGE L TEERMOEET V7
~NOBEEIER L TiTolm, v~ L —3 7 O H R ERIT 1986 £ D 477 #:28 2000
FAZIE 1,420 fE &R S fFICWML Cnbd, HFTHLHREEREDEZ S Ev L —v
TEBEGEELTGERLE, KETERT, Y=—, JVC, ¥*¥—7, BHIENR
~ L —YTERNICEZL OAETLSE 2> T W5,

1990 £ A5 AV HIP 2 OISR B 217 9 R&D Mo~ L — v 7 Bk
ﬁ%ﬁk@hfwoto%@i EARAFFHITIEARTITV, ~ L —2 7 TEBEMHD
NBOOL—HOERELEZDEHED, WbWH~ AT —F o VFiEiTH> L 2
6#%ﬁiotoLﬂbloﬁﬁ_vv—VTMRMD®&ﬁﬁ%ﬁLL\%%
FIC7BD E RO FBITF R LTIES AVEANHED LTz, it xt4ns
OEEML~ L= TENORNS 2R~ e — b L, BARTHEHZ
AL LTVRVES B X TRTWD,

ZEBELEOEEBES, O, QAFERM., O LM DOIRIZITHIL TR
2o T LT, L OEITHFZEIR. BREEE, QKL Tnsan, O, @)
FLATo TN ERRTn D,

HRIZOICEEB L, RO THm T AV ESR#tob L LTESIT LN D
koot~ —oT7ICBIFTHHAR AV % 11t R&D #M a2 x4 & L3
i L7-F4& (2003~2004 %) #4535, EEMICIE. HA R&D HMIcHT 5
EEMNE 1,148 AOJEME, HERE., ZFAHYZH LT 5, SHIZERKREES
& TR_RAKN 7T K% TOBMEMOVFAEOREZEETA T, BEodmWV e — L
hEEZ T AN, Bilfb 357200 H% AV £ R&D M ~D=E %217 9,

13





