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Omar Farouk Bajunid
“The Arabs in Peninsular Malaysia: A

Visual Survey”

The Arabs represent an important strand
of the ethnic mosaic that characterizes the
Malay community in Peninsular Malaysia.
However, there 1is only a dearth of
documentation on the Arabs and not much
1s really understood about them. In a
sense, like many other sub-ethnic
communities which appear to have either
assimilated into the Malay community or
been summarily considered a contemporary
non entity, the visual image of the Arabs in
the Malay peninsula, is generally not clear.
Who are the Arabs? How do they look
like and how distinguishable are they
pheno-typically and culturally from the
‘other’ Malays? Are they categorizable as
a community? This paper is an attempt to
answer some of the above questions by
introducing visually the Arab community of
the peninsula and its network through a
slide presentation which will also be
accompanied by a discussion of the ways in
which the different facets of Arab and
Malay identity in Malaysia have been

continually negotiated and expressed.
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