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The Study of Muslim Intention to Become
Muslimpreneurs

Salmah S.1, Kalsom A.W2 & Asmaddy H3. & Nordin A.R*

Introduction

Becoming an entrepreneur is not a fate but a decision made by individuals. Despite the
common challenges such as uncertainties, barriers, failure in making decisions and
risks that may lead to the failure of the entrepreneur growth in their business (Nandan,
2007), people still have intentions and determinations to become entrepreneurs. The
core intention covers the motivational factors that influence individuals to perform
certain behaviours (Ajzen, 1991). Literature shows that many reasons influence the
intention of individuals and amongst other factors, religion is regarded as a core factor.
Religion influences the attitude, values, behaviors of people at both the individual and
the societal levels (Safiek Moklis, 2009 & Khraim, 2010); their way of life (Oukil, 2013);
and entrepreneur’s activities in terms of their decision to become entrepreneurs or
select their jobs (Dodd et al., 1999). However, Basu and Altinay (2002) stated that the
influence of religion needs to be studied further, especially focusing on the aspect of
Muslim entrepreneurs as it is contrary to the conventional ways. Carswell (2007)
supported this view and strongly suggested that further studies on religion and
entrepreneurship are needed and that these two studies are relatively still untouched.
In addition, Ali (2009) lamented that, there are lots of literature highligtening the
contribution of religion and its impact on behaviour and performance, but unfortunately
the contribution of the Islamic elements was ignored even though Islam shared many
thoughts with other religions and also offers a very unique perspective on balancing

work and life, and on the nature of organizational work and activities. Kayed et al.
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The Study of Muslim Intention to Become Muslimpreneurs

(2010) also stated that the discussion on Islam and entrepreneurship is under presented
and not well discussed. From these analogies and suggestions, one could assume that
there is a huge study gap in the study of Islamic entrepreneurship, especially within the
Islamic countries themselves. Thus, in Malaysia, where Islam is the official religion, the
intention of Muslims to become entrepreneurs is interestingly to be understood and

explored.

I Overview on Islamic Entrepreneurship

1. The Islam and Entrepreneurship

Islam is a way of life (4d din), encompassing all parts of human life, such as economic,
social, political, and moral, where all aspects are interrelated (Pramanik, 2002 &
Ahamad Asmadi et al., 2012). The way of doing Islamic business is inclusive in the Figh
muamalat’, which is related to the social relationship between human and others
inclusively (Abdullah et al., 2011). In fact, the Prophet was once an entrepreneur before
he became a prophet.

For Muslims, things that are allowed and prohibited are clearly stated in the
Shari ’ah or Islamic Law. Muslims believe that man is the best form of creation as
compared to other creations as stated in the Al-Qur’an (Surah At-Tiin (95):4; & Surah
Al-Isra’ (17):70) and is appointed as a khalifah or caliph; entrusted as the caretaker of
the earth, to not destroy or cause any damage to the environment (Surah Al-An’am
(6):165, Surah Al Bagarah (2):30 & Fatir (35):39). Indeed, man holds three main duties
which are: responsibility to Allah The Almighty (Hablumminal’ Allah), responsibility
between mankind (Hablumminan nas), and responsibility to the earth (Hablummin
alam) (Surtahman Kastin, 2001).

All human actions if they are performed according to the principles are taken as
acts of worship (ibadah) to Allah The Almighty (Yusuf Al Qaradawi, 1998). Therefore,
doing business and complying with the Islamic lawful manner are also considered an
ibadah (Syahida et al., 2013). Muslims were asked to prosper their basic survival and
physical needs as well as to accumulate wealth (Kriger & Seng, 2005 & Yusuf

Al-Qaradawi, 1988). However, in Islam, a small portion from the wealth created must

5 Figh muamalat related to the social relationship between a person and others including the
way of business (Abdullaah et al., 2011 & Surtahman, 2001)
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be contributed to help the poor and or the less fortunate. The need to perform this
responsibility has been emphasized by the Prophet, peace upon him, as he stated that
a relationship between one Muslim and another Muslim is a relationship that of
brothers and sisters. Muslims are not to hurt the feeling of other Muslims and
whoever helps other Muslims, easing them from any problem or difficulty, Allah The
Almighty will help this person in hereafter (Shahih Bukhari. Book 29. Hadith #2262).

Provisions for the poor can be provided through alms, givings (sadaqah), and taxes.

2. The Understanding of Muslimpreneur

Not all Muslims conducting business activities can be categorized as Muslim
entrepreneurs. Some Muslims adhere and apply the Islamic principles yet some
Muslims only perform a partial act, while some others may not perform nor comply to
them at all (Oukil, 2013). As an example, a study amongst Muslim immigrants in
London showed that, there are many Muslims who actually disobey the Islamic
principles in their business premises by selling and even serving alcohol or pork
because such acts would bring more business profits (Basu & Altinay, 2002). How can
we find the element of Muslim entrepreneurship in the cases like these?
Vargas-Hernandez et al. (2010) stressed that a Muslim entrepreneur is a person who
always acts according to the Islamic principles and values regardless of place and time.
Muslim entrepreneurs are concerned with permissible profits and their main motive of
doing business is to achieve something beneficial to himself, to enhance the economy of
the society, and to aspire good deeds for hereafter. In the same vein, Oukil (2013)
defined a Muslim entrepreneur as a person who will and shall always act according to
the Islamic principles and values.

Researchers chose to refer to Muslim entrepreneurs as Muslimpreneur. As
mooted by Ummi Salwa et al. (2013), Muslimpreneurs are described as “Muslims
who perceive an opportunity and create an organization to pursue it” (page 62) and M.
Faizal et al. (2013) defines Muslimpreneurs as “Muslims who are involved in
entrepreneurial activities, perceive an opportunity and creates organization to pursue
it based on the Islamic principles” (page 4). The crucial aspect of becoming a

Muslipreneur is that one needs to obey the Islamic principles.
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3. Intention to become Muslimpreneurs

From the Islamic perspective, the intentions is more essential than the outcomes (Syed &

Ali, 2010) as referring to The Prophet saying,

“All action 1s based on niyyah (intention). The reward of deed depends upon the
niyyah and every person will get rewarded according to what he has intended”

Narrated by Umar bin Al Khattab (Sahih Bukhari. Book 1. Chap.1. Hadith #1).

A correct niyyah in pursuing economic activities is also stressed by Imam Al
Ghazali (Muslim scholar), in which he states that the intentions are consistent with the
Shari ’ah, such activities are similar to worship and consistent with one’s religious call
(S. Mohammad Ghazanfar, 1997). Thus, the niyyah with the core purpose of obtaining the
blessing from Allah The Mighty will lead to positive behaviors.

The conventional studies on the intention highlighted few factors that encourage
individuals to become entrepreneurs mainly for the feeling of independence, income,
and security. Some of the studies can be summarized as shown in Table 1.

From a study conducted by Ahmad Zaki & Mohd Fadzely (2006), besides all those
motivational factors discussed earlier, they added another important element, the
existence of spiritual liability amongst Muslims in Malaysia. They stressed that
spiritual liability was the most influential factor that motivated Malay entrepreneurs to
start their own business (other factors are financial security and personal satisfaction).
Their Islamic beliefs created the feeling of responsibility for their development, family,
and the Malay Muslim community, and ensured the compliance to the Islamic rules and
regulation. This finding showed that Muslims are inspired by both the materialistic and
the spiritual motivation forces. Nevertheless, a recent study by Chong (2012) indicated
different findings whereby Malays, mostly Muslims, are more inspired by income, and
an attitude of proving they could do it, own satisfaction, and personal freedom.
Furthermore, Rosnia et al. (2012) stated religion becomes less significant, listed as the
number eight reason next to passion, interest, money, independence, and freedom
working time. So, does this mean that the intention of Muslims in Malaysia has taken a
major change towards more materialistic factors? This research will further explore this

matter.
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Table 1: The Summary of Entrepreneur Motivation Factor

Researcher

Most significant motivation factor

Basu et al. (2002)

To be independent, greater control of life, improve social
status, and make best use of their expertise.

Alstete (2002)

Greater control of their destiny, greater satisfaction, more
money, and leave a legacy for children and family.

Swierczek et al. (2003)

Challenge and achievement than necessity and economic
security.

Benzing, Chu
& Callanan (2005)

North Vietnam - Hanoi: creating job opportunity for
themselves and family.

South Vietnam - Ho Chi Minh City: for their own satisfaction
and growth.

Robichaud et al. (2010)

Own satisfaction and growth, to have fun, to prove one can do
it, and to be own boss.

Stefanovic et al. (2010)

Greater business achievement, independence factor,
instrinsic factor, and job security factor.

II Methodology

In order to understand the actual intention of Muslims to become Muslimpreneurs,

five young emerging entrepreneurs were randomly selected. Interview sessions were

conducted with all of them individually and their respective identities were marked

and labelled as R1 to R5. They were asked two questions which became the focus of

this study. The questions were:

i) How do they understand the term Muslimpreneur; and

i) What are the basic motivations and or intentions of Muslims to become

Muslimpreneurs?

III Finding and Discussion

1. The Understanding of Muslimpreneurs

For the first question, which is about their understanding on Muslimpreneur, the

respondents clearly mentioned that Muslims can be identified as Muslimpreneurs if
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they practice their business according to the Shari ahlaw which includes the element

of the do’s (hala) and don’ts (haram). Their responses are listed in Table 2.

Table 2: The Understanding on Muslim Entrepreneur

Respondent Statement Main ideas generated
“In the context of Islamic business, the attention | Attention should be
R1 should be given to halal (allowed) and haram given to the allowed and
(not allowed). We should know allowable and prohibited activity.
prohibited business activities.”
“Whatever they do In the business must be Business must be
R2 according to the Islamic Principle”. according to Islamic
Principle.
“Must obey all the Allah The Almighty Must obey to the Islamic
R3 instructions and our behavior also must show as | rules and behave like a
a Muslim”. Muslim.
“Entrepreneur is relating with the effort. For Must put an effort and
R4 Muslim entrepreneur, it means Muslim hope to Allah The
entrepreneur who put their effort and hope to Almighty.
Allah The Almighty”.
“Muslim entrepreneur is entrepreneur who Must operate business
R5 operate their business according to Shari ‘ah according to Shari 'ah.

which mean particularly about the halal and
haram.”

Analyzing the statements of the respondents, the researcher found some

similarities with the definition provided by M.Faizal et al. (2013) which is, they both

stressed on the need to pursue entrepreneurial activities based on the Islamic

principle. Therefore, this study suggests that the definition of Muslimpreneurs as

those who are involved in entrepreneurial activities in line with the Islamic principles.

The entrepreneurial activities may refer to “the enterprising human action in pursuit

of the generation of value, through the creation or expansion of economic activity, by

identifying and exploiting new products, processes or markets” (Nadim et al. in OECD,

2008). Thus, for Muslims, Muslimpreneurs must perform their entrepreneurial

activities according to the Islamic principles, which is basically to follow the Islamic

do’s and don’ts as according to Shari’ah and to seek blessing from Allah The Almighty.
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In order to comply with Shari’ah, Muslimpreneurs must have knowledge of the

Islamic business principles.

2. The Intention of Muslim Becoming Muslimpreneurs

Answers to the second question on the intention of Muslims to become
Muslimpreneurs are summarized in Table 3. Despite the wealth creation, time for
family and for better standard of living which are stated in many conventional studies,
the respondents emphasized few factors that relate closely with the religious needs.
The respondents stressed that, their intention to become entrepreneurs are: to
perform their worship (ibadah)to Allah The Almighty (R5), feeling of the responsibility
to help provide halal products for the Muslim community (R4), and for future Muslim
economic development (R3 & R4). Besides that, helping others such as poor people and
establish a care centers for less fortunate children (R1, R3 & R5) were recognized as a

part of their intention.

Table 3: The Summary of the Intention to Become Muslimpreneurs

Respondent Main idea generated

R1 For the betterment of living standard, family and helping other people.

To help and provide all the family needs, to be a family’s example, have

R2 ample time for family.

R3 For the personal economic and the goodness of individual and Muslim
society.

The feeling of responsibility to provide Aalal products for Muslim; good
R4 information on product and sell if it is needed by the right customer, eg. It is
unethically to sell to the drug addict; and have free time for family.

Wealth creation

Helping poor people through the wealth created.
Helping family members for medical treatment.
R5 Leave wealth to the next generation. Besides that to help other Muslims to
be successful in business too.

Establish care centre for handicap kids
Whatever business is ibadah as long the intention from the beginning is for

Allah The Almighty.
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IV Conclusion

The intention of Muslims to become entrepreneurs has coincided with the findings from
the conventional study. The factors relevant are as such for them to gain their respective
wealth. This notion of achieving the wealth can be related with the spirit of one Muslim
to help other Muslims. Furthermore, this relationship between gaining the wealth and
worshipping can be related to one another as well. The notion of worshipping is
important for attaining the blessing from Allah The Almighty. For these reasons, the
findings of this study provide us with some clues, in finding out the intentions of
Muslims to pursue the way of becoming Muslimpreneurs. This conclusion leads us to
think that it is important for Muslims to gain related knowledge when attempting to
establish a new business. A new business must be established according to the Islamic

ways of doing business.

V  Limitation of study

Though the findings from this study are limited to the perspectives of Muslims in
Malaysia, they can help to build the fundamental frameworks and structure for better

research with larger number of respondents in the future.
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Introduction

Islamic Jurisprudence comprises Usul al-Figh and Figh. Usul al-Figh, the bases or
roots of Islamic Law, expound the methods by which Fighis derived from their sources.
In this view, Usul al-Figh is the methodology and Figh is the product. Usul al-Figh
covers the primary sources of Islamic Law, the Qur’an and Sunnah and what are the
methods of deduction of law from the Qur’an and the Sunnah. Usul al-Figh develops
together with Figh, as Usul al-Figh is the collection of principles pertaining to the
methodology for the extraction of Figh. The concept of Usul al-Figh is comparable to
adhering to a methodology when conducting a scientific experiment. Similarly,
adhering to a methodology in deriving Figh (rulings) is referred to as Usul al-Figh.
This methodology provides a way for jurists to derive Islamic rulings from the
legislative sources in Islam.

In Islam, Figh can be devided into 4 categories: (i) Figh al-Ibadat: The rules
of ritual purification (taharah), prayer (solad, pilgrimage (haj), fasting (sawm),
almsgiving (zaka®), jihad and some other forms of worship are dealt with under this
heading. (i) Figh al-Mu’amalat: it cover with commercial transactions and property
such as contracts, business organisation, security of debts and insolvency, pre-emption,
gifts, bequests and waqf (Gii) Figh al-Munakahat it deals with marriage, divorce,

inheritance, guardianship and related matters. (iv) Figh al-Jinayat it deals with
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criminal offences like unlawful sexual intercourse (zina), theft and others.

Figh Muamalat covers all the contract of Islamic Finance such as
Musyarakah, Mudarabah, Murabahah, Tawaruq, [jarah, Wadiah and etc. Qard Hasan
is one of them which means a kind of gratuitous loan that can help the fellow Muslim
brothers who need money, especially in times of need. Thus, qgard enhances
brotherhood among the Muslims. The main objectives of gard are: To help the needy
fellow people, to establish better relationship among poor and the rich, the
mobilization of wealth among all people in the society, to perform a good deed that is
encouraged and appreciated by the Allah Almighty and His messenger, to strengthen
the national economy, to facilitate the poor to create new jobs market and business
ventures by using their merits, skills and expertise, to establish a caring society, to
eradicate unemployment problem from the society, it can remove social and
economical discrimination from the society, and obviously there is a great reward in
the Hereafter for giving gard al-hasan. Hundreds of verses of the Qur’an deal with the
spending of money, trade, social class, charity and other forms of economic
transactions. While there are six places in the Qur’an that mention on Qard al-Hasan.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the spirit (ruhiyyah) and originality of
gard that will affect the purpose of giving loan. This discussion enables us to re-visit the
loan theory, and also to determine what are the factors that triggered behavior of loan
repayment. The remaining discussion of this paper will be divided into four sections.
Section two will discuss gard from the original sources and the views of several scholars
and the current practices. Section three will describe the Theory of Planned Behavior

and Ethical Philosophy by al-Ghazali. The conclusion will be presented in section four.

I  An Insight into the Theoretical Foundation of Qard

1. What is Qard Hasan (Benevolent Loan) ?

In Islam, the principle of Qard al-Hasan is a mechanism for welfare and not for
purposes of business transactions. It is a loan that is free from usury, and given to
charitable causes. The borrower is only required to repay the amount borrowed. (Ahsan
2007) Al-Qard in Arabic or al-@at 'u means the deduction. It is called gard, as it cut a
certain portion of property lender. Hasan is also the Arabic word, which comes from

grace. Thsan means loving others. Qard al-Hasan is a loan which is returned at the end

14
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of the agreed period without any interest or share in profit or loss.

Qard al-Hasan is a noble act because of non-profit material returns. It is

highly encouraged in Islam because it can help people in need from being oppressed by
the borrower. It aims to foster love, brotherhood and unity. According to Farooq (2007),
in financing Qard al-Hasan, an additional amount that is required is prohibited.
However, the borrower can pay more if not specified in the contract. While there are
some differences of opinion on some issues regarding the implementation of this
principle such as the issue of management costs, early repayment according to demand
of creditors, the need for guarantors and others.
There is little difference between Islamic banks all over the countries in the use of this
principle. Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt provides a courtesy loan interest (Qard
al-Hasan) free of charge to holders of investment accounts and current accounts, in
accordance with conditions set by the board of directors. Banks also lend to any other
person under specified conditions.

Instead, the Jordan Islamic Bank law provides loans for productive courtesy in

various fields to enable the borrower to start an independent life or to increase their
income and living standards.
In Iran's banking sector, they allocate a portion of their resources (i.e., from other
alternative sources) to the interest-free loans Qard al-Hasan. These loans can be given
to small producers, entrepreneurs, farmers and consumers in need. Iranian banks are
allowed to impose a minimum service charge to cover the costs of administering this
fund.

In Pakistan, Qard al-Hasanis included in the mode of loans financing and the
distinctiveness of this loan is, there is no service fee charged on @ard al-Hasan and
Qard al-Hasan operations performed on each bank's headquarters and branch offices
are not allowed to extend loans given on compassionate grounds. However, this loan to
be repaid, if and when the borrower can afford to pay.

While, financing of @ard al-Hasan in Indonesia was conducted by
Microfinance Institutions of Baitul Mal Wat Tamwil (BMT) and executed in Pakistan
by Al-Akhawat and Islamic Relief in Kosovo (Widiyanto 2011).

In Malaysia, Qard al-Hasan application is account at the small percentage.
Qard al-Hassan is given to poor people especially in microfinance institution as it aim

to provide credit to poor people.

2. Qard from the Original Sources
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In Islam, since interest is prohibited, a new view of Islamic loan theory needs to be
discussed. In discussing gard, several studies, among others include Farooq (2008),
Atia (n.d), Mirakhor and Igbal (2007) refer to several verses in the Holy Qur’ an. They
refer to the following verses, i.e., Chapter al-Baqarah: verse 245, Chapter al-Maidah:
verse 12, Chapter Al-Hadid: verse 11 and 18, Chapter al-Taghabun: verse 17 and
Chapter al-Muzammil: verse 20. In those studies, they refer to the verses and also
al-hadith as to define, and validate the approval of gard. In this section, we will use
the interpretation of those verses in achieving similar objectives.

The theoretical foundations from these sources, later, were expanded by
many scholars such as Tabari, Ibnu Kathir, al-Suyuti, al-Qurtubi, al-Baidhowi and
al-Jalalyn (Az-Zahabi, 2000). The practices have been reported during Prophet’s time,
the reign of the eighteenth Abbasid Caliph Mugtadir (908 A.D. to 932 A.D.), in the
period of 300 AH to 333 AH that was ruled by four Abbasid Caliphs, Mugtadir, Qahir,
Radi and Muttaqi and also in the early fourth century A.H.5 During this period,
lending was given without charge.

In a conventional way, a similar model (known as benevolent loan) had been
introduced in France since the early 14t century. In Netherlands, it was also
introduced in the 14t century (G.L. 1963). The aim was intended as a gift of aid or
money for the war and later it was intended to serve as an aid to other persons or an
aid in place of a parliamentary subsidy (G.L, 1963). However, due to the
industrialization era in the 17th century, it created business-minded people .
Therefore, the facility, later led to the owner of the property (such gold and later
known as fiat money) being rewarded with interest rate, as was introduced in
Netherlands in the 12t century. Here, the money was lent with interest.

However, recent practice shows that gard hasan has been used as a
commercial facility (with some returns) in financial transactions. For example, in
Malaysia, it has been practised in business activities and it becomes the business
model as witnessed in the operations of pawnbroking (via Ar-Rahnu scheme), Amanah
Ikhtiar Malaysia (an Islamic microfinance institution) and Microcredit Scheme Selangor
(SKIMSEL - one of Islamic microfinance institution). Other countries such as Iran,

Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Vietnam and others also introduce the same

5 Siddiqi, Muhammad Nejatullah, “Public Borrowing in early Islamic History: A Review of Some
Resources”, in Third International Conference on Islamic Economics, (Kuala Lumpur, 1992). AH
as after hijrah.
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business model.

Originally, the owner in gard transactions is allowed to lend the property. It
raises the following related questions. What types of property that can be lent? There
must also be reason(s) for lending. What are they? How could we say that lending
must have a purpose? Since, the gard is meant for lending, would it bring any
monetary rewards? If not, what are the incentives for the owner? The above questions
have motivated us to explain the loan theory and the relationship between the lender
and borrower; especially in searching the factors of repayment behavior.

In interpreting these verses, we will adopt the Quranic commentaries® by
al-Tabari, Ibnu Kathir and al-Suyuti who used the form of al-tafsir bi al-ma’‘thur’
specifically using the method of a/-tahlili.? We also add some Quranic commentaries
by al-Qurtubi, al-Baidhowi and al-Jalalyn that use the form of tafsir br al-ra’® and
also the al-tahlili method. We also add some Quranic commentary by al-Zuhaily in his
book al-Munir that combines the form of al-tafsir bi al-ma'thur and tafsir br al-ra'y
using al-tahlili and semi thematic methods.l® The word gard (loan)s appears in
several verses in the Holy Qur’an. One of the intrepetation from the Chapter

Al-Bagqarah, verse 245, mentions that Allah decrees:

“Who is it that (will) grant Allah a goodly (sincere) loan so that He will repay him many

6 Al-zahabi, Muhammad Hussain, al-tafsir wal-mufassirun, (Qaherah: Maktabah Wahbah,
2000), vol 1, pp.105-257.

7 Tafsir bi al-Ma'tsuris interpreted based on the Sahih collection that is interpreting the Qur'an
with the Qur'an, the Sunnah with Qur'an because it serves as clarifying the Qur'an, with the
word of Companions because they were most in the know of the Qur'an, or the words of great
tabi'in because they generally receive from his companions.

8 Tahlili means the interpretation is done verse by verse and then sequentially letter by letter
from beginning to end according to the order of the Qur'an. It explains vocabulary and wording,
which are required to clarify the meaning, the intended target and content of a sentence, namely
the elements 1"7az, balaghah and the beauty of the arrangement of sentences, explain what can
be taken from the text that is the law of figh, evidence syar’i, meaning in language, the norms of
morality and so forth.

9 Tafsir bi al-ra’y: This interpretation enlarges the role of ijtihad in comparison with the use of
tafsir bi al-Ma’tsur. With the help of Arabic knowledge, giraah knowledge, the knowledge of
Al-Qur'an, hadith and Science of Hadith, ushul figh and other sciences, mufassir will be using
their 7jtihad ability to explain the meaning of the text and expand it to support the development
of knowledge.

10 Semi thematic (method of al-maudhu’) because he interprets the Qur'an from al-Fatihah
letter by letter until an-Nas and put the themes in each study according to the contents of the
verse, as in the interpretation of the letter al-Baqgarah, verse one through five, he gave the theme
attributes of believer and the reward of the righteous.

17



~ L=y TR F45 (2015 4)

times over? And (remember) it 1s Allah who decreases and increases (sustenance), and
to Him you shall all return.”

The reasons on why the verse 245 of al-Bagarah was revealed, 1! was due to
the story of Abu al-Dahdah. Abu al-Dahdah al-Ansari said: O Messenger of Allah, does
Allah want a loan from us? He replied: “Yes, O Abu Dahdah.” He said, “Give me your
hand, O Messenger of Allah: Then he held the hand of Prophet (s.a.w) and said: “I lend
to the Lord my garden which there is six hundred palm trees, his wife and family.
“Then Abu al-Dahdah went into his garden and he called: “O Umm al-Dahdah!” She
replied: “Yes”, Abu al-Dahdah, said: “Since I have lent to Allah, so let us leave this
garden”.’2 The interpretation form the verses have led us to describe several topics,

which are the purpose of loan, purpose of reward, default risk and repayment of debt.

3. The Purpose of Loan

As discussed from several verses and al-Hadiths, people need something to continue
life, such as food, housing, transport and etc. However, with the lack of property or
money, they are not able to get these basic needs and also other necessities. Therefore,
they are required to buy something on credit and sometimes give something as a
mortgage to get money. The practice takes place since the time of Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.w).

For example, narrated by Jabir bin "Abdullah in Sahih al-Bukhari,' while I
was in the company of the Prophet in one of his Ghazawat (war), he asked, “What is
wrong with your camel? Will you sell it?” I replied in the affirmative and sold it to him.
When he reached Medina, I took the camel to him in the morning and he paid me its
price'.’3 Narrated by al-A’'mash in Sahih al-Bukhari, "'When we were with Ibrahim, we
talked about mortgaging in deals of Sa/am. Ibrahim narrated from Aswad that 'Aisha
had said, “The Prophet bought some foodstuff on credit from a Jew and mortgaged an

11 As noted from Said bin Mansur, Ibn Sa‘d, al-Bazzar, Ibn Jarir, Ibn al-Munzir, Ibn Abi Hatim
and al-Hakim al-Tirmizi, in several a/-usul, and al-Tabrani, al-Baihaqi in discussing the topic of
al-Iman, from Ibn Mas ud.

12 al-Suyuti, Dar al-Manthur fi al-tafsir al-ma'thur, (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiah, 2000)
vol.1, p.554.

13 Sahih al-Bukhari, Quoted in Al-Kutub al-Sittah, Bukhory, Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’l,
Ibnu Majah, At-Tirmizi, Ibnu Majah, Ahmad, (Riyadh: Dar al-Salam, 1999) Hadith no.570 (Buy
something on credit).
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iron armor to him.” '14

4. Purpose of Reward

The act of Abu al-Dahdah was recognized by the Prophet (pbuh) who said great reward
for Abu Dahdah in paradise when he contributed his land as a charity in the path of
Allah in Chapter al-Hadid, verse 11. There are various interpretations from at-Tabari,
al-Baidhowi and al-Jalalyn. From At-Tabari, he interprets Qard al-Hasan as anyone
who makes spending in the cause of Allah in this world, to achieve the blessing from
Allah, and Allah will reward more on what you have given (loan) to Him, such as
spending in the way of Allah. Allah will reward one with seven hundred.’® From
al-Baidhowi, “Whoever lend to Allah a good loan, meaning that who spends his money
in the process hope of compensate, it is like someone who lends and spends the money
sincerely, and give the best property in his best sides.”!6

Al-Jalalayn commented, “Who is it that will lend God, by spending his
wealth in the way of God, a goodly loan, by virtue of his expending it towards God’s
sake, so that He may multiply it for him, from tenfold up to more than seven
hundredfold - as stated in chapter al-Bagarah, verse 261, and [so that] there may be
for him, in addition to the multiplied [reward], a generous reward, coupled with
satisfaction and prosperity”’.!?” Meanwhile, in Chapter al-Hadid: 18. From Tafsir
al-Jalalyn, the verse means “Indeed men who give voluntary alms and women who
give voluntary alms and [those of them] who have lent God a goodly loan ‘it will be
multiplied namely, their loan [will be multiplied], for them and they will have a
generous reward”.’® In Chapter al-Taghabun, verse 17, from al-Jalalyn, he said that if
you lend God a good loan, by giving voluntary alms out of the goodness of [your] hearts,
He will multiply it for you, from tenfold up to seven hundredfold or more for each one -
this [loan] being the giving of voluntary alms out of the goodness of the heart - and He

will forgive you, whatever He will, and God is Appreciative, rewarding of obedience,

14 Tbid, p.571 (mortgage).

15 gl-Tabari, Jami' al-Bayan fi Takwil al-Quran, (Beirut:Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiah, 1992) vol.11,
p.675.

16 al-Baidhowi, 7afsir al-Baidhowi al-Musamma bi Anwar al-Tanzil wa al-asrar al-takwil,
(Beirut: Dar al kutub al-Ilmiah, 2003) vol 2, p.468.

17Abd al-Qadir al-Jailani, Zafsir al-Jalalyn. (Beirut: Al-Markaz al-Raisi Istanbul, 2009) vol.6,
p-11.

18 Tbid., p.16.
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forbearing, in refraining from [always] punishing disobedience.’® And in Chapter
al-Muzammil, verse 20, from al-Baidhowi, {And lent Allah a good loan} wants up in all
other expenditures in the ways of good things, or by performing Zakat in the best way,
and seeking the promise of reward.20

From a hadith, it was narrated from Isla'il bin Ibrahim bin 'Abdullah bin Abi
Rabi'ah, from his father, that his grandfather said: "The Prophet borrowed forty
thousand from me, then some wealth came to him, and he paid me back and said: 'May
Allah bless your family and your wealth for you: the reward for lending is praise and
repayment' " (Hadith Hasan) 21

There is the supplication (dua) from the prophet (s.a.w) that Allah will
forgive his sin until he reached the city of Madinah. It was narrated that Jabir bin
'Abdullah said: “I was with the Prophet (s.a.w) on a military campaign, and he said to
me: 'Will you sell this camel of yours for a Dinar?' I said: 'O Messenger of Allah, it is
yours when I get to Al-Madinah.' He said: '"Then sell it for two Dinar, may Allah forgive
you.' And he kept increasing the price for me, saying: 'May Allah forgive you,' each
time, until the amount reached twenty Dinar. When I came to Al-Madinah, I took hold
of the camel's head and brought it to the Prophet (s.a.w) and he said: 'O Bilal, give him
twenty Dinar from the spoils of war.'! And he said: '"Take your camel away and go to

your people with it.” (Hadith Sahih)?2

5. Default Risk

In certain cases, the borrower could not repay the principal. How could this be solved?
From a hadith, I heard Abu Umamah Al-Bahil say: “I heard the Messenger of Allah
(pbuh) say: “The guarantor is responsible and the debt must be repaid” (Hadith Hasan) 23

Narrated by Jabir bin 'Abdullah, My father was martyred on the day (of the
battle) of Uhud, and he was in debt. His creditors demanded their rights persistently. I
went to the Prophet (and informed him about it). He told them to take the fruits of my

19 Ibid., vol.6, p.106.

20 Supra Note 28 at p.539-540.

21 Sunan al-Nasai, Book of transaction. Quoted in Al-Kutub al-Sittah, Bukhory, Muslim, Abu
Dawud, An-Nasa’l, Ibnu Majah, At-Tirmizi, Ibnu Majah, Ahmad, (Riyadh: Dar al-Salam,
1999).Hadith no.4687.

22 Sunan Ibnu Majah, Book of tijarah .Quoted in Al-Kutub al-Sittah, Bukhory, Muslim, Abu
Dawud, An-Nasa’l, Ibnu Majah, At-Tirmizi, Ibnu Majah, Ahmad, (Riyadh: Dar al-Salam,
1999).Hadith no.2205, vol.3.

23 Ibid., Vol.3, Book 15, Hadith 2405.
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garden and exempt my father from the debts but they refused to do so. So, the Prophet
did not give them my garden and told me that he would come to me the next morning.
He came to us early in the morning and wandered among the date palms and invoked
Allah to bless their fruits. I then plucked the dates and paid the creditors, and there

remained some of the dates for us.'?* It shows that debts must be paid.

6. Repayment of Debt

The borrower may pay the debt with an increase (it is also referred as ‘paying debt
handsomely’) as it is not prescribed in the contract. The Prophet (pbuh) owed a camel of
a certain age to a man who came to demand it back. The Prophet (pbuh) ordered his
companions to give him. They looked for a camel of the same age, but found nothing
but a camel one year older. The Prophet (pbuh) told them to give it to him. The man
said, "You have paid me in full, and may Allah pay you in full." The Prophet (pbuh) said,

"The best amongst you is he who pays his debts in the most handsome manner." 25

I  The Relationship between Intention and Repayment Loan Behavior

Religion and economy are interrelated. According to the contemporary rational choice
approach as suggested by Lavric and Flere (2011)26, people engage in religion
predominantly because they expect to maximize their perceived rewards/cost ratio. In
rational choice theories, individuals are seen as motivated by the wants or goals that
express their preferences. They behave within a specific manner, given the constraints
and on the basis of the information that they have about the conditions under which they
are acting. The relationship between preferences and constraints can be seen in purely
technical terms of the relationship whereby it is a means to an end. As it is not possible
for individuals to achieve all of the various things that they want, they must also make
choices in relation to both their goals and think of the means for attaining these goals.
Rational choice theories hold that individuals must expect the outcomes of

alternative courses of action and calculate those which will be best for them. Rational

24 Supra Note 25 at vol.3, book 4, Hadith 580.

25 Ibid., vol.3, Book 41, Hadith 578.

26 Lavric M. and Flere S. (2011) “Intrinsic religious orientation and religious rewards: An
empirical evaluation of two approaches to religious motivation”, Rationality and Society, (23),
pp.-217-233.
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individuals would choose the alternative that is likely to give them the greatest
satisfaction (Heath, 1976: 3; Carling, 1992: 27; Coleman, 1973).27 Qard is an action. By
giving gard, the lender has two choices whether the loan he gives is based on benevolent
loan or monetary rewards. The outcome is either a reward from Allah (which is unseen
and postponed), or monetary reward such as interest in conventional view. However, the
choices will be based on the satisfaction he will get. In Islam, how this reward will
satisfy him is subject to the principles of ethical philosophy by al-Ghazzali which is; The
end, Knowledge of God, Love of God, and The Vision of God in his book Kimyayé Sa'adat
(The Alchemy of Happiness).

Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali (1058-1111), known as
Al-Ghazali or Algazel to the Western medieval world, was a Muslim theologian, jurist,
philosopher, and mystic of Persian descent. Al-Ghazali contributed significantly to the
development of a systematic view of Sufism and to its integration and acceptance in
mainstream Islam. As a scholar of orthodox Islam, he belonged to the Shafi'i school of
Islamic jurisprudence and to the Asharite school of theology. In Islamic logic, Al-Ghazali
had an important influence on the use of logic in Islamic theology, as he was the first to
apply the Avicennian system of temporal modal logic to Islamic theology. Al-Ghazali
wrote more than 70 books on the sciences, Islamic philosophy and Sufism. Al-Ghazali
wrote most of his works in Arabic and few in Persian. His most important Persian work
is Kimyayé Sa'adat (The Alchemy of Happiness). It is al-Ghazali's own Persian version of
IThya'ul ulumuddin (The Revival of Religious Sciences) in Arabic, but a shorter work. It is
one of the outstanding works of 11th-century-Persian literature. The book was published
several times in Tehran by the edition of Hussain Khadev-jam, a renowned Iranian

scholar. It is translated to English, Arabic, Turkish, Urdu and other languages.

1. Theory of Planned Behavior

In Psychology, the theory of planned behavior link between beliefs and behavior.
The concept was proposed by Icek Ajzen (1991) to improve on the predictive power of the
theory of reasoned action by including perceived behavioral control. The theory states
that attitude toward behavior, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control,

together shape an individual's behavioral intentions and behaviors. People can hold a

27 Quoted from John Scott (2000) Rational Choice Theory, From Understanding Contemporary
Society: Theories of The Present, Sage Publications.
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great many beliefs about any given behavior, but they can attend to only a relatively
small number at any given moment (Miller, 1956). The theory of planned behavior (TPB)
which is extended from the theory of reasoned action has been used extensively to
explain socially significant behaviors. Besides attitude and positive norms, Ajzen adds
perceived behavioral control as another factor that influence someone intention to do

certain behavior.

Background Factors
Personal
;}eneralla.\ttltt;ld.fs, Behavioral Attitude towards the
emanatyiraliy, Beliefs —> Behavior
Values, Emotions,
Intelligence
Social N tiveB Subjective
Age, Gender, Race, ormativel ubjectiv ) ]
Etghnicity Education. > eliefs — Norms Intention [—¥» Behavior
Religion
Information
Experience, Control Perceived
Knowledge, Beliefs [ Behavioral Control
Media Exposure

Figure 1: Theory of Planned Behaviour
Source: Ajzen (2005), p. 135

The Loan Theory from Islamic perspectives encourages its followers to practice
good behavior. Basically the borrower will pay more as a symbol of renewed self-esteem,
the obligation to pay the debt, (if not paid upon death, the soul will be suspended) and
believers will pay off the debt.

Spiritually, the lender will lend only on the path of Allah. Qard hasan is given
to people who cannot afford, and it is even better if the borrower cannot pay the loan and
if the lender postpones and justifies the loan. The conventional view of lending is based
on monetary reward. However, the gardis meant for lending. As discussed in section 2, it
would bring reward and love of God to the owner because the action is done for the cause
of God.

However, the action will only happen, if the owner knows the philosophy of
both reward and fisabilillah. Therefore, the understanding of the ethical philosophy and
metaphysical philosophies are crucial in explaining the loan theory from an Islamic
perspective. By knowing this philosophy, it will affect the intention towards giving loan
and also repayment of loan behavior. Therefore, we will explain the ethical philosophy of
gard. The division of philosophy covers practical and theoretical foundations.

Qardis an action. By giving qard, the lender has two choices whether the loan
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he gives is based on benevolent loan or monetary rewards. The outcome is either a
reward from Allah (which is unseen and postponed), or monetary reward such as interest

in conventional view. However, the choices will be based on the satisfaction he will get.

2. Ethical Philosophy by Al-Ghazzali

In Islam, how this reward will satisfy him is subject to the principles of ethical
philosophy by al-Ghazzali which is; The end, Knowledge of God, Love of God, and The
Vision of God.

a. The End

All individual activities are directed towards some end. By knowing that this world
works only for a temporary period, one should know that the everlasting happiness lies
in the next world. Thus, good deeds in this world will ensure the achievement of greatest
happiness. By lending a property to someone, the borrower (who are in need) will be
happy and lenders will also be happy, as they can anticipate the reward that will be
granted by Allah later. According to Imam al-Ghazali, the Alchemy of Happiness or
as-Saada al Haqigia by Imam al-Ghazali, clarifies that happiness is necessarily linked

with the knowledge of God.

b. Knowledge of God
The perfect knowledge is only possessed by Allah. Knowledge about gard might lead us
to know more of Allah’s commands and see the beauty of His orders. Suffering in the
next world will be experienced by an individual who has an excessive love for this world
(having more wealth without helping others), for example loving the mal (wealth).
“O believers! Indeed, many are the (Jewish) rabbis and the Christian (monks)
who defraud men of their possessions and hinder (people) from Allah? Path (the

religion of Islam). And (remember) those who hoard up gold and silver and do not
spend it in the Path of Allah - proclaim to them a painful punishment".28

c¢. Love of God

Love of God is the supreme end of all individuals, in this world.

“Verily, your Wali (Protector or Helper) is Allah, His Messenger, and the believers,
- those who perform As-Salat (Igamat-as-Salat), and give Zakat, and they bow

28 Chapter al-Taubah, verse 34.
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down (submit themselves with obedience to Allah in prayer).”29

The proof that we love Allah is by following the commandment and abstaining ourselves

from the forbidden.

d. The Vision of God
The phrase “the face of Allah”, for example in the Holy Qur’an, Chapter 6:52; chapter
13:22, which occurs frequently in al-Qur’an was interpreted as the sight or vision of God

which is the high end of an individual.

And that which you give in gift (to others), in order that it may increase (your
wealth by expecting to get a better one in return) from other people's property,
has no increase with Allah, but that which you give in Zakat seeking Allah's
Countenance than those, they shall have manifold increase.”3°

Thus, anyone who believes and loves Allah genuinely, will sincerely do not mind lending
his property to someone, without bearing and holding any negative feelings. For
example feeling doubtful about the period of payment, fearing the risk and etc. The
alchemy of happiness by al-Ghazzali, may be briefly described as turning away from the
world to God, and its constituents are as follows; i) The knowledge of self ii) The
knowledge of God iii) The knowledge of this world as it really is and iv) The knowledge
of the next world as it really is. However, different stages of individual faith will affect
different degrees of acceptance on lending. Therefore, one’s knowledge on gard and God
is one step towards one’s readiness to lend something they own to others. Therefore,

philosophically, an individual must have strong principles when dealing with gard.

The End

Knowledge of God

Intention Behavior

A 4

Love of God

The Vision of God

Figure 2: Ethical Philosophy by Al-Ghazali

29 Chapter al-Maidah, verse 55.
30 Chapter al-Rumm, verse 39.
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IIT  Conclusion

The Theory of Planned Behavior link between beliefs and behavior. While by knowing
the philosophy by Al-Ghazali, it will encourage motivation and intention to do something.
Basically the borrower will pay more as a symbol of renewed self-esteem, the obligation
to pay the debt, Gf not paid upon death, the soul will be suspended) and believers will pay
off the debt. The Loan Theory from Islamic perspectives encourages its followers to
practice good behavior. The borrower will pay more because of the obligation to pay the
debt, Gif not paid upon death, the soul will be suspended) and those who believe so will pay
off the debt.

Spiritually, the lender tends to agree to lend because of Allah. Qard hasan is
given to people who cannot afford, and if the borrower cannot pay the loan and if the
lender postpones and justifies the loan, it is better. The conventional view of lending is
based on monetary reward. The gard is meant for lending. Lending would bring
reward and love of God to the owner because the action is done for God’s cause.
However, the action will only happen, if the owner knows the philosophy of both
reward and fisabilillah. Therefore, the understanding of ethical philosophy is crucial
in explaining the loan theory from an Islamic perspective.

This paper has explored into the ethical philosophy of gard, where we have
found that the love for Allah will encourage the act of giving gard. Reward thus,
affects one’s motivation to do something, especially if the reward is very much linked
with the end of life, which is the Day of Judgement (hereafter) and it still affects one’s

belief despite being unseen.
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[ Symposium]

MH370 Press Conferences:
Interaction and Institutional Power Relation

Asniah Alias!, Sharifah Nadia Syed NasharudinZ,Marlyna Maros3

Introduction

A press conference is a systematic form of public presentation and the questioning of
all classification of public personalities which usually organized for the purpose of
distributing information to the media. A press conference or media event is commonly
held to broadly deliver important information about certain issues such as new
political programs and also in connection with a crucial event like a national
catastrophe.

The most recent issue in Malaysia that creates extensive polemic is the Malaysia
Airlines flight MH370 bound for Beijing which was reported missing on 8th March
2014. Starting from the day of the incident, a series of press conferences were held in
broadcasting the latest progress of the crisis. Due to the controversy it created, the
matter was reported widely all around the world. Being an unusual incident in
aviation history, the press conferences were extensively covered by local and
international media. As it was an international event, the press conferences were
organized following the standard format and procedures despite having a different
political system compared to other countries mentioned in the previous studies such as
US and Canada.

Existing studies on power relation in press conference basically came to a
conclusion that either politicians or journalists have higher degree of control over the
interaction. For example, Bhatia (2006) asserted that power imbalance among the

interactants and the nature of press conferences which is institutionalized and
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formalized benefit the politicians to control the interaction while Clayman and
Heritage (2002a, 2002b, 2006) suggested that live event like a press conference gives
advantage to journalists pressing questions to limit politicians’ response. However,
Eshbaugh- Soha (2003) noted that press conference is an uncontrolled setting that
neither politicians nor reporter can be presumed to have control over the interaction.
Research on the press conference interaction is very limited though. This study
was intended to fill in the gap of the existing studies by looking at the press
conferences in a different context especially press conferences organized by Malaysian
government. The aim is to investigate how the access to the floor is decided and
regulated in MH370 press conferences and how it is related to territorial power of the
participants involved. In achieving this objective, seven (7) video clips of MH370 press
conferences were analyzed guided by the following research questions:
i. How is turn-taking decided and regulated in MH370 press conferences?

1. How i1s territorial power portrayed in MH370 press conference?

I  The conceptual framework

This study was conducted based on two main concepts (i) Conversational Analysis (CA)
of institutional interaction and (ii) Fairclough’s power behind discourse. The study
focused on turn-taking and how it relates to power representation of the discourse.

Figure 1 below illustrates the conceptual framework underpinning the study:

MH370 PRESS CONFERENCES: INTERACTION
&INSTITUTIONAL POWER RELATION

Conversation Analysis
(CA) on institutional
interaction (Turn-taking)

Fairclough's
power behind
discourse

Figure 1: The conceptual framework for interaction and institutional power relation in

press conference.

30



MHS370 Press Conferences: Interaction and Institutional Power Relation

1. Conversation Analysis (CA)

Conversation analysis (CA) is one of the popular approaches to the study of discourse.
CA is the study of natural talk in interaction and aimed to see how people
communicate, either casual or institutional (in the school, government office or any other
establishment). Developed by Harvey Sacks (2000) in the 1960’s, and historically
predating CDA, CA draws from ethnomethodology and tends to focus solely on
participants’ own sense making of their talk, and does not consider the broader
influence of cultural discourses. Ethnomethodology was developed by the sociologist
Harold Garfinkel (1967) to explain and study how social order is constructed and
maintained (quoted from Gale, 2010). Conversation analysis (CA) draws its focus
primarily on talk, but integrates also the nonverbal aspects of interaction in its
research design. According to Woofit (2005), “the analysis of CA is always based on
audio or visual recordings of interaction, which are carefully transcribed in detail. The
research should be "data-driven" in the sense that concepts and hypotheses should be
based on careful consideration of the data, recordings and transcript, rather than
drawn from theoretical preconceptions or ideological preferences”. Based on the above

premises, CA approach suits this study well.

2. Fairclough's power behind discourse

The idea of ‘power behind discourse’ is that the whole social order of discourse is put
together and held together as a hidden effect of power. Fairclough (1989) has suggested
three aspects of ‘power behind discourse’, i.e. of hidden effects of power which are; ()
standard language, (ii) particular discourse types which can be considered ‘effects of
power’ (e.g. medical, education, law, religious discourse types), and (iii) access to

discourse and the power to execute and impose constraints on access.

3. Press Conference

A press conference is an institutionalized form for meetings between politicians and
journalists. It is used usually by the Government to announce policies, programs,
decisions, etc. Clayman (2006), who focuses on US presidential press conferences,
claims that in comparison with the news interviews the press conference is a situation

which favours the public figure. On the other hand, Swales (1990) and Bhatia’s (1993)
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definition of genre found ‘press conference’ as constituting a broad category of
conventionalized communicative events covering many domains, such as sports,
religion, business, law, and medicine, among many others. In recent days, press
conference is a very important platform for politicians to bridge them with the public.
Supporting this is as stated by Eshbaugh-Soha (2003) that “press conference is one of
the most important vehicles by which presidents communicate to the media and
public”.

Suggested by Ekstom (2006), many press conferences are governed by four
conditions which are; (i) it often happens that numerous journalists who take part in a
PC allowed to ask questions and follow them up, (ii) the talk in press conferences is
organized according to the general principles of turn-taking that participants talk one
at a time (cf Sacks, Schegloff and Jeffersson 1974 p 699), (iii) there are deadlines in time
that limit the room for questions and (iv) the political press conference is an arena
where two institutions meet (politics and journalism) with partly conflicting missions,
and competing claims of representing the general public.

Previous studies on press conference indicate that there are conflicting and
complicated relationships between the participants. Clayman and Heritage (2002a)
claimed that “politicians’ competence to answer pressing and tricky questions is tested,
at the same time as hierarchies between journalists and media organizations are
negotiated and demonstrated”. In different research on American press conferences,
Clayman and Heritage (2002b) developed a unique conceptualization for the study of
question strategies focusing on various forms of adversarialness. Based on the studies,
the overall issues that have been analyzed are the ways presidents reacted in various
situations and possible factors influenced when and how often press conferences are
arranged (Eshbaugh-Soha, 2003; Kumar, 2003; Manheim & Lammers, 1981; Lammers,
1981).

Looking at power relation in press conferences, Eshbaugh-Soha (2003) in his
study came to a conclusion that press conference is “an uncontrolled setting that
presidents will avoid” and in other contexts as “unique public events over which
presidents have substantial discretion and control”. This finding was reinforced by
Bhatia (2006) and Clayman and Heritage (2006). Bhatia (2006) in his study of
two-party press conferences draws to a close that the political press conference is
marked by power asymmetry that benefit the politicians. He also claimed that press
conferences at their core are pervaded by the politicians’ power to control the

interaction. On the contrary, Clayman and Heritage (2006) suggested that pressing
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questions in the press conference limit politicians’ room for action.
In conclusion, the aforementioned studies have shown how complicated and

different each press conference can be for the participants to establish their roles.

II  Methodology

This study is qualitative in nature where a combination of two approaches was
applied; Conversational Analysis (CA) of institutional interaction and Fairclough’s

power behind discourse theory.
1. Sample
Seven (7) press conferences regarding the incident of the missing Malaysia Airlines
flight MH370 dated from 8 March 2014 to 16 March 2014 were downloaded from
astroawani.com and Youtube.com. The reason of choosing online recourses is due to
their easy access. They were analyzed making it possible to observe the pattern.
2. Participant
The participants of the study are the spokespeople who are also politicians (prime
minister and minister) and journalists who involve in the interaction during MH370
press conferences.
3. Research procedure
In conducting this research, the procedures implemented were:

(i) Collecting the online video-taped data.

(ii) Transcribing the videos using Jefferson’s transcription convention.

(iii) Analyzing the transcribed data for recurring pattern by applying the proposed
framework.

4. Data analysis

The transcriptions of those seven (7) press conferences followed the system developed

33



~ L=y TR F45 (2015 4)

by Gail Jefferson that is predominant in studies utilizing conversational analysis
approach. According to Ekstrom (2006), research in this tradition has resulted in
extensive knowledge regarding the organization of talk, turn-taking, sequencing, the
“one-at-a-time” rule in conversation, pre- and local allocation of turns, specific
interactional mechanisms, invitations, next-speaker selection devices, overlapping
talk and interruptions making it a strong reason for the choice of this approach. The
framework of Conversation Analysis of institutional interaction based on the work of
Harvey Sacks (Jefferson 1992) was central to the analysis. The main focus was on the

various interactional mechanisms and techniques for the allocation of turns.

IIT Findings and Discussion

This section presents the findings based on the two research questions followed by the
overall discussion of how power is portrayed in the press conferences through

turn-taking and mechanism of interaction.

RQ1: How i1s turn-taking decided and regulated in MH370 press conferences?

Based on the seven (7) MH370 press conferences, there was a consistent and
fixed format implemented in the interaction. It followed the following common order:
(i) Opening
(i) Individual voice
(iii) Interactional phase

(iv) Closing

These overall phases match completely with what Bhatia (2006) identified. He
categorized the press conference’s interactional format as (1) The opening phase,
during which the host of the conference welcomes the attendants; (2) The individual
voice, during which the politicians make their statements; (3) The interactional phase,
during which the journalists ask questions and the politicians answer; (4) The closing
phase, during which the chairperson who has served as host for the conference rounds
it off and thanks the attendants.

This following section looks at some of the existing techniques used when turns

are allocated, given and taken. It is through these techniques that pre-established
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roles, and an asymmetrical distribution of turns, can be reproduced (Thornborrow,
2002: 4). The way turn-taking is decided and regulated in MH370 press conferences

will be explained following the sequence of the phase mentioned above.

(i) Opening
During the opening, the chairperson welcomes the audience and explained the
purpose of that particular session of press conference. He will then pass the floor to
the minister involved. The chairperson was not interrupted by anyone during this

phase.

(ii) Individual voice
During this phase, the minister or authority involved made statement. In all seven (7)
PCs examined in this study, the minister gave statement on the current progress of
the SAR mission. After he has finished, he signalled to the chairperson to continue

with the next phase.

(iii) Interactional phase

The interactional phase is the most complex phase of the four pre conferences studied.
During this phase, a question and answer (Q&A) session was held for journalists to
have opportunities posing their questions to the minister or authority involved (in this
case the CEO of Malaysia Airlines and DCA officer). There were three types of

turn-taking techniques used by the spokespeople and journalists:

+ Partly gestures and body language
A number of different next speaker selection techniques are used by the
spokespeople in MH370 press conferences. As mentioned by Schegloff (1996),
gestures in conversation are mainly a speaker’s phenomenon. Pointing with the
hand, nodding combined with eye contact, and partly verbal expressions, in which
name is the most frequently used technique for addressing the next speaker (cf SSJ
1974 s 717). Body language and verbal expressions are used in combination. For
example, during this session Prime Minister turns his gaze, nods at a journalist,
pointing his finger and says “Yes, Siva”. This technique has given a clear cut that

the journalist named Siva has the next turn to speak.

- Self-select
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Another technique of turn-taking used by the participants in MH370 press
conferences is self-select. Usually done by the journalist, he/she self-selected
him/herself by starting the conversation or asking question without having to wait
for instruction of the next-speaker selection. This resulted in either (i) the person
receives a turn and the opportunity to ask a question without competition; (ii)
Competition (simultaneous talk) arises but the person receives a turn; or (iii)

Competition arises and the person loses the turn.

+ Interruption
Interruption is one of the acts that have been relatively analyzed within CA. The
study conducted by Esaiasson and H&kansson (2002) indicated that starting in
mid-1970s, journalist interruption of politicians is much more frequent than the
other way around. However, in the recent study, it was not very obvious that the
journalist interrupted a lot. However, there was still evidence of interruptions done

by a few journalists in an attempt to gain the floor to ask question.

(iv) Closing

During the closing session, the chairperson concludes and closes the press conference.

Apparently, the journalists have restricted access to question during MH370
press conferences. There was limited chance for them to do a follow-up question due to
time constraints. The allocation of a turn (by spokesperson or chairperson) was aimed at
ensuring fairness, efficiency and harmony but these were seen as incompatible
demands. However, the journalists, especially local journalists, seemed to cooperate
one another and use their turns to press a spokesperson on a certain question even
though they were competing turn with each other and have an interest in asking their
own questions. This gives the impression of adhering to the cultural norms and rules
in Malaysia that members of all ethnic group accord primacy to the group rather than
to the individual, and work steadfastly to promoting group harmony and solidarity

more than individual success (Jamaliah Mohd. Ali, 2000).

RQ2: How is territorial power portrayed in MH370 press conference?

Answering the second research question, there were two elements that can be

used to symbolize power which are; (i) allocation of turn, and (ii) the use of pronouns.
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These can be seen as follows:

(i) The power of the ministry/authority talking without being interrupted when

answering questions (most of the time).

(ii) The power of the chairperson in controlling the event. The chairperson has the
power to close the press conference despite the fact that journalists were still trying

to take turns for additional questions.

(iii) The power of the authorities in-charge of certain issue to respond when the
respective ministers did not attempt to answer.

Dato Seri Hishamudin- “...that the DCA officer will have to answer”

(iv) The power of the ministry to select next speaker. Verbal selection technique is used
in which name and formal identity is preferred to give a stronger control than
partly gestures and body language.

Prime Minister: “Okay Siva” (while nodding and pointing his finger to the journalist)

(v) The power of journalists to take to the floor or compete for the turn through

overlapping talk and self-select turn taking.

(vi) The power of ministry to insist on taking more questions. The Prime Minister
interrupted the flow of the press conference and approved to accept another one
question.

Prime Minister: “Ok. I'll take one more question”

The findings in this study show that even though turn is tied to a respective
journalist and spokesperson at one time; interruptions, overlaps and latching seemed
readily tolerated. It is because, various level of power representation overlapping the
role of all participants involved in MH370 press conferences. The common handling of
MH370 press conferences is complex in nature as it includes many competing
participants. However, it can be said that the spokespeople appears to have higher
degree of control over the interaction. The interaction was dominated by the
spokespeople as they were the authorities who have an exclusive access to the

institution. The spokespeople power over the institution has somehow restricted the

37



~ L=y TR F45 (2015 4)

journalists from controlling and creating controversy on the issue.

4. Discussion

The findings are in line with what have been suggested by Ekstrom (2006)
which stated interaction and territorial power relation can be seen through these

elements:

(DInstitutional arrangement

The territorial power in institutional interaction is closely related to the formalized
arrangements that distinguish what had been recognized as a certain type of
interaction and that participants do not argue or challenge (with few exceptions) but
instead cooperatively obey the arrangement. MH370 press conferences followed

closely the arrangement of the institution.

@ Techniques of distributing/taking turns
Turn-allocating resources have been described as one of the basic resources in the
organization of turn-taking (Schegloff, 2000: 42) and through this, it can be seen that

the power represented by both spokespeople and journalists.

(@Interruptions & overlaps in interaction

In public events like press conference, interruptions can show intentional
demonstrations of power. By interrupting, one does not only stops the other person
from continuing, but also shows one’s power to take the floor, to influence and even
oppress other people. However, in this study, interruptions amongst spokespeople is
generally not viewed as encroaching the verbal territory of another but rather joint

presentation of their views.

IV Conclusion

This study was conducted with the main aim to investigate how the access to the floor
is decided and regulated in a press conference and how it is related to institutional
power of the participants involved. Although this study is only limited to the press

conferences which were held during the entire reporting of MH370 incident that took
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place in Malaysia, it provides evidence supporting the notion that turn taking has a
strong relation to representation of power in an institutional interaction such as press
conferences as implied in Bhatia (2006).

With respect to how power over the public talk is regulated, the results of this
study show that institutional power and the turns allocation in MH370 press
conferences is closely related to each other Besides, press conference is considered as a
platform of the struggle between politicians, journalists and the media they represent.
Therefore, it can be concluded that press conferences are used by politicians as a tool
to communicate with the public. Through press conferences, politicians exercise what
they want people to believe hence this has been translated into distrust among people
in relation with MH370 issue.

Other than that, the findings derived from this study are also beneficial for the
language experts in private sectors as well as associated authorities as a guideline to
determine what type of turn-taking strategies and arrangement are suitable to be
used in organizing press conferences especially in relation to a worldwide issue such
as the incident of MH370. This effort is believed enables to restore Malaysia’s
reputation in managing press conferences during crisis. Future research should
acknowledge different type of interaction element other than turn-taking so that it can

help researchers to observe power representation in a different context.
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Introduction
The decolonizing period of Singapore was a period of reorganization of family law

systems. In Singapore, the Women’s Charter has been enacted in 1961 which replaced

existing marital ordinances! and introduced a prohibition on plural marriage, except

1 At that time, Christian Marriage Ordinance; and Civil Marriage Ordinance were in force.
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Muslim population. In other words, a separate framework for Muslim law was
retained without subsumed into the national family law system, and developed as a
part of national law. Nevertheless, the contents of Muslim legislation also underwent
essential changes in this period that mirrored changes in non-Muslim family
legislation, the Women’s Charter went through; a series of Muslim legislations
introduced the control of divorce, the restriction on polygamy, and the lowest
marriageable age and lengthened the period of maintenance for divorced women. In
short, Muslim family law reform attempted to improve women’s status by tightening
marital ties. The Administration of Muslim Law Act (AMLA) in 1966 was the finishing
touch on this reformation; it was advocated as ‘the Muslim side of Women’s Charter’.
The course of legislation, however, was criticized both by Muslim and non-Muslim
activists. The debate primarily pertaining to the boundary between Muslim and
non-Muslim family law frameworks.

The intention of this paper is to trace debates over Muslim family law reforms in
the 1950s and 1960s in order to understand the formation of the Muslim law
administrative system from the perspective of the formation and development of
definitive boundaries between the Muslim and non-Muslim legal frameworks. The
protagonists of this debate were Che Zahara?, a pioneering Malay Muslim women’s
activist who established the Malay Women’s Welfare Organization in 1947; Shirin
Fozdar3, a Bahai woman born in India who set up the Singapore Women’s Council,
which strongly advocated for the prohibition of polygamous marriage; Ahmad Lutfi4,
Arab-descendant Muslim from Kalimantan who founded Qalam Press in 1948 and

published a monthly jawi magazine, @alam for 20 years from 1950 to 1969; and

2 Che Zahara binti Noor Mohamed (1907-1962) was Malay Muslim born in Singapore. Her
father, Noor Mohamed was of the first generation educated in English and worked as revenue
officer. Che Zahara was a member of AWAS (Angkatan Wanita Sedar), which was formed as
women’s section of Malay Nationalist Party to ‘arouse in Malay women the consciousness of
equal rights they have with men, free them from the old bonds of tradition, and to “socialise’
them’. After World War II, Che Zahara opened an orphanage to help orphans and prostitute girls
(Manderson, 1980: 55,62; The Straits Times, hereafter ST, 1947.10.12: 5; S7: 1950.10.1: 5; Sham,
3-5).

3 Shirin Fozdar (1905-1992) was born from Persian-Bagai parents in India. She took part in
activities to help women from her teenage and got close with Mahatma Ghandhi. With her
husband, Khodadad Fozdar, a medical practitioner of Bahai faith, she moved to Singapore in
September 1950 and established the Singapore branch of ‘Bahai National Assembly of India and
Burma’ at that year (Chew, 1994: 114-115; Ong, 2000: 11; S7} 1950.10.16: 7).

4 Ahmad Lutfi was the pen name of Abdullah bin Hamid al-Edrus (1911-1969), an Arab-Muslim
born in Kalimantan. As an editor and the main writer of @alam, a monthly Jawi-language
periodical published from 1950 to 1969, he had broad outlook over politics, culture, social
problems, as well as religious issues. He also founded the Muslim Brotherhood in 1956
(Yamamoto, 2003: 59-64).
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Ahmad Ibrahim?, born in Singapore to Indian Muslim parents and became a top legal

officer in decolonizing period as a common law expert.

I  The Aim of this Paper

This study intends to describe the formation of Muslim legal framework through
20 years, by examining a controversy undertaken by four activists over family law
reforms. But the Muslim legislation in Singapore in the 1950s and 1960s failed to
attract much academic interest. Syed Muhd Khairudin Aljunied and Judith Djamour
are of few made reference to this topic.

Aljunied investigated the aftermath of the Maria Hertogh riots in 1950 and
assumed that a change in the colonial authoritie’s non-interventionist attitudes
toward religious matters led indirectly to the enactment of the Muslim Ordinance in
1957. Prior to this, there had been repeated Muslim demands for systematic reform
and they skilfully took advantage of the authorities’ bafflement (Aljunied, 2009: 2-20,
119-126).

Djamour, who researched on Malay marriage and the kinship system in Singapore
around 1950 (Djamour, 1959) conducting a survey of trial hearings immediate
aftermath of the introduction of Shariah court®. As an account of Muslim law
administration in Singapore at that crucial time, her study describes the
administrative conditions of the Shariah court and Muslim marriages in rich detail.
She argued that divorce rates among Muslims in Singapore declined dramatically
thanks to the procedural rules enacted in Muslim Ordinances and the function of the
Shariah court (Djamour, 1966: 172-182). It is regrettable, however, Djamour treated the
convergence of the critical awareness of the high divorce rate and the course of
legislation as a natural outgrowth, thus the formation of the system was described
linearly. By contrast, Aljunied suggested that Muslims’ approach toward legal reform
was not monolithic, rather it was based on activities undertaken by diverse
participants, including those in the women’s movement and male leaders of the

Muslim Advisory Board?, while his study doesn’t cover the detail of such multiple

5 Ahmad bin Mohamed Ibrahim (1916-1999) was Indian Muslim born in Singapore. His
grandfather was from North India and his mother was also from Indian family (Abdul Monir
Yaacob et al., 2007: 13-17).

6 Shariah court had been set up by the provision of Muslim Ordinance of 1957 and began to run
in November 1958.

7 The board was established on June 10, 1915, as an emergency measure during the Muslim
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debates (Aljunied, 2009: 119-124).

It is Ahmad Ibrahim whose proliferated studies which traced the development of
family law and Muslim family law in Singapore (Ahmad, 1965a; Ahmad, 1965b; Ahmad,
1965¢). As an expert on law as well as a moderate Muslim leader, he successively held
various posts such as Vice Chairman of the Muslim Advisory Board (1947-1968), a
nominated member of the Legislative Assembly (1951-1955), Singapore’s first
Advocate General (1959-1963) and Attorney General (1963-1967). He drafted many
Muslim legislations and also the Women’s Charter. While his essays are rich in
information from a legal perspective, it does not elucidate the debates in the course of
the legislation. But as some of his essays show that he took part in debates over
Muslim family law reforms and eloquently states his conception for legislations, this
paper examine those essays as primary sources.

Biographical studies have not so thick in comments on the legal reform. Phyllis
Chew Ghim Lian picks up Shirin Fozdar as a driving force in the promulgation of the
Women’s Charter. She described that how Shirin Fozdar urged leaders of religious and
ethnic groups to enhance women’s status in marital law, and also refer to her
cooperation with Muslim women activists such as Che Zahara and K. M. Siraj® (Chew,
1994: 116). But since she concentrates on the promulgation of the Women’s Charter,
she did not pay much attention to the Muslim side of legal reformation and disputes
over it. Talib Samad, who wrote a biography of Ahmad Lutfi, made analysis on Lutfi’s
understandings of old-fashioned religious customs and negative influence of Western
culture, but made no mention to his commentaries over actual legislation (Talib, 2002:
17-43).

Elsewhere, one sees little discussion of Islamic legislation in Singapore in the

1950s and 1960s®. However, developments in Singapore was important for both

rebellion in India, and was changed into a standing committee after the end of World War I. The
original name was the Muhammedan Advisory Board. English official R.J. Farrell served as the
chair, alongside Muslim leaders representing in ‘each clan’ who were appointed to the board
member. Muslims saw the board as a quasi-official body that issued recommendations to the
government, and whose recommendations and advises toward Muslim general were not
particularly welcomed (Yegar, 1979: 99-109). The board was dissolved during World War II, and
reorganized and renamed to be Muslim Advisory Board in October 1947 with its membership
composed solely of Muslims (Ahmad, 1979: 13).

8 Khatijun Nissa Siraj (1925-) is Singapore born Muslim with mixed origin. Her father, T. K. S.
Dawood was rich merchant from Madras and her maternal grandfather was Turkistan Muslim
moved to Singapore and made a fortune. Siraj studied in Methodist Girls School and in 1952,
established Young Muslim Women’s Association, which later joined the Singapore Women’s
Council led by Shirin Fozdar. When Shariah court has been set up in 1958, she appointed as
social worker after broke down the opposition of Chief Kadhi.

9 Hickling situated the legislation of 1950-1960 as an extension of the process started in 1880,
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Singapore an and Malaysian legal history for some reasons. First, the family law
system in Singapore and Malaysia share a common origin in the context of British
colonialism and in post-colonialism!°. For constructing the system of Muslim family
law administration, Singapore was a model for Malaysia in the first decade of 20th
century and then, in the decolonizing period, institutions developed in Malay states
were taken as models by Singapore an legislators. It is worth noting that this cross
reference continued since the political independence of each. As Horowitz pointed out,
the Administration of Muslim Law Act (AMLA) in 1966 of Singapore became one of the
models for legal reform undertaken in Malaysia in the 1980s (Horowitz, 1994a: 292-293).
This has been promoted because Ahmad Ibrahim, a drafter of AMLA later moved to
Malaysia and involved in the reformation of the Muslim family law administration?!?.
Ahmad Ibrahim, in his advocacy statement for Muslim family law provisions as well
as for Women’s Charter, had shown his basic ideas regarding the construction of
‘modern family’ through legal measures. This is the second reason why this study
emphasizes the importance of legislation in decolonizing Singapore.

Given the relationship in the early period and the legal development, this paper
argues that legislation enacted in Singapore in the 1950s and 1960s was an

intermediate point in the history of Muslim Law in Singapore and Malaysia. In

with the enactment of Muslim (Mahomedan) law. Hickling saw that this set out the legal
precedents set by British judges, who applied Islamic law as an extension of common law, and
shaped the position of Islamic law in Singapore’s judicial and legal institutions (Hickling, 1992:
157).

10 The Straits Settlements was the heart of the administration in English-occupied Malaya, and
served as a model for Islamic administration in British Malaya. Yegar argues that the enactment
of Muslim law in 1880 as a precedent for all Malay states, thereby providing a framework for
application of Islamic administration to Muslims. However, since the position of religious
administration and Sultanate authority were significantly different in Singapore (the Straits
Settlement) and in Malay States, this led different standard of institutional development in
those region. For example, the Kathis in Singapore were only to register the marriage and
divorces and seen as government officials who had no expert knowledge of Islamic law, where in
contrast, the Malay Kathis were given wide latitude in terms of authority up to hold court with
jurisdiction (Yegar, 1979: 94-109, 150-159). In Singapore’s legislation of the 1960s clearly
articulates the construction of institution in accordance with Malaya (S7, 1961.5.15: 4).

11 Ahmad Ibrahim moved to Malaysia in 1969, at which point he played a critical role in the
creation of a law department at the University of Malaya, in addition to his work in reforming
the country’s Muslim legal system. Although Ahmad Ibrahim has been a subject of discussion
among theorists, very little academic analysis has been done of his ideas or the concepts for the
legalization. Horowitz has written most about Ahmad Ibrahim’s contributions to legalization; he
also assesses Ahmad Ibrahim’s influence—as he was involved in similar reforms in
Singapore—on the legal reforms enacted in Malaysia in the 1980s, and with reference to the
legal rules of Pakistan, British India, and Singapore. He alludes to the rules that largely gave
rise to common law, which are employed in procedural law, and how such procedural laws
became a point of advocacy for Ahmad Ibrahim, who himself was an expert in common law
(Horowitz, 1994a: 292-3). For other analysis on the Ahmad Ibrahim’s work in Malaysia, see
(Hamayotsu, 2003; Hooker, 1984).
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reviewing the content and contested points of debates surrounding legislation in the
two decades, this paper will clarify aspects of Ahmad Ibrahim’s legislative thinking
and form the basis for further analysis of the subsequent development of Muslim law

in this region.

II  Debates in the 1950s: The Rise of Women Activism

1. Activity of Che Zahara and Nadra case

One of the earliest women’s activists urged the Muslim family law reform was Che
Zahara, who established the Malay Women’s Welfare Association in October 1947. As
an ex-member of AWAS Singapore branch, Che Zahara criticized Malay customs like
easy divorce and child marriage as these customs led Malay women into financial
difficulties until they forced to live immoral lives. She tackled with this issue through
various activities; performing educational sketches; establishing a women’s school to
teach English, Jawi, sewing and domestic science; advicing for marital conflict; and
supporting to remarriage for young divorcees. Che Zahara’s activities were frequently
covered by English press as ‘sophisticated’, while some of her activities such as
procession, sketches and her sheltering of runaway couples induced severe critiques
from the Muslim Advisory Board (S7, 1947.11.27: 6; ST, 1948.6.9: 3; ST, 1954.10.23: 7).
Tension between Che Zahara and the Muslim Advisory Board reached critical level
when Che Zahara supported a bill to ban the marriage of person under 16 years old
irrespective of his/her religion in 1950. The bill had been brought to the Legislative
Assembly as a reaction to the marriage of Nadra, then 13 years old Dutch girl whose
custody rights were disputed by her biological parents in Holland and her Malay foster
mother.

Nadra was a Muslim name of Maria Huberdina Hertogh. She was born to a Dutch
father and an Eurasian mother in the Dutch East Indies in 1937 and was baptized in
the Roman Catholic Church. In 1942, during the Japanese military invasion, Maria
was entrusted to a Malay woman called Aminah, and Aminah raised Maria in Muslim
faith naming her Nadra. After the Japanese surrender, Aminah brought Nadra to her
birth village in Terengganu. In 1950, since the Dutch Consul General demanded that
Nadra be handed over to her biological parents, Aminah brought Nadra to Singapore
to settle the dispute. Though the High Court in Singapore ordered Nadra to be handed
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to Dutch parents, in July 1950, the Court of Appeal rescinded the order on the ground
of a legal procedural error. Upon receiving the verdict, Aminah arranged for Nadra,
who was 13 years old at the time, to be married to a Malay Muslim man, Mansoor
Abadi, a teacher in training from Kelantan. The marriage incited debate because of
her age. Nadra’s marriage was problematized as ‘child marriage’ and Muslim leaders
expressed that child marriage was oppose to modern society, while they stood that
marriage already took place under the Muslim law should be left untouched. Shortly
thereafter, John Laycock, a member of the Legislative Council, began a move to ban
the marriage of person under 16 years old (S7, 1950.8.28: 5; ST, 1950.9.2: 7) 12,

Che Zahara welcomed this move and when Laycock announced that the bill would
be revised not to include Muslims since the original bill received united opposition
from the Muslim Advisory Board, she held a mass meeting calling for inclusion of
Muslims into the application of the bill (S7; 1950.9.5: 7; ST, 1950.10.16: 7). Che Zahara
also urged to look up the problems faced by Malay young divorcees because of another
child marriage (S7;, 1950.10.1: 5). Shirin Fozdar, who had arrived in Singapore just one
month prior undertook Che Zahara’s deed. The allegation of Che Zahara, however, as
well as Shirin Fozdar, met strong opposition from members of the Muslim Advisory
Board (S7; 1950.10.19: 5; S7, 1950.11.13: 4). The bill submitted was revised that
Muslims excluded from its application. Furthermore, the bill itself did not bear fruit
due to continued opposition from Muslim members of Legislative Council (S7,
1950.10.25: 6),

On Che Zahara’s allegation, Ahmad Lutfi also countered in his essays in Qalam.
Ahmad Lutfi argued that in Islam, ability of marriage of a girl is determined based on
whether she has attained puberty (baligh), not by fixed age. But the attitude of Ahmad
Lutfi was not simple. He presented his interest on the same topic as Che Zahara, in
criticizing ‘forced Marriage’. Forced marriage is the marriage of virgin girl solemnized
by her guardian (wali mujbir) without consent of bride. While the orthodox view of
Shafii school recognize the right of guardian to do so, Ahmad Lutfi condemned the
view as baseless in Quran and Hadith of Prophet and tried to conceptualize ‘women’s
right’ in the context of Islam. Ahmad Lutfi argued that women and girls, once they're
attained puberty, were independent from their parents and had the right to consent to

marriage, thus her guardian’s right to marry her out should depend on it.

12 For chronological event and judicial disputes, see (Hughes, 1980; Haja, 1989).
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The religion affords woman who has already attained puberty freedom and
independence according to logic and in practice, so our woman who has already
attained puberty has the freedom with her and that freedom including the rights
of marriage. Therefore, according to a/-Quran and Hadith it is illegal to marry a
virgin girl to a man without her consent. Asking for her consent is not a matter of
recommendation (suna# but an obligation (wajib), because if she does not consent,
the marriage straightly illegal and if she got pregnant, her child becomes
illegitimate (haram) child (Qalam, 1950.11: 14).

By conceptualizing women’s right, Ahmad Lutfi reacted to Che Zahara’s allegation,
but also tried to counter the course of court procedures which trying to determine
Nadra’s religious and marital status through custodial argument, not through Nadra’s
own confession notwithstanding the fact that she already attained puberty (Tsuboi,
2013). Ahmad Lutfi’s critique of forced marriage also went to condemn u/amas who
had recognized such customs. His stand on forced marriage issue and his conception of
women’s rights caused criticism from the Mufti of Johor, who argued the Lutfi’s idea
was deviate from Islam. Ahmad Lutfi insisted his view.

In the court, Nadra’s natural parents claimed that the marriage was invalid since
her biological father did not give consent to his daughter’s conversion to Islam, and the
High Court applied Dutch law on the grounds that legally speaking, Nadra’s domicile
was the Netherlands according to her father. As a result, the marriage was deemed
invalid and a verdict was handed down declaring that custodial rights of Nadra rested
with her natural parents. Seeing emotional ties between Nadra and Aminah, and
Nadra herself strongly resisted to be separated from Aminah, the case attracted broad
public interest from the first moment. This escalated into deep dissatisfaction when
Nadra’s marriage incited legislative effort to ban similar marriages and when court
issue developed to question her Muslim status and legality of her marriage. The

verdict instigated Malay riots resulted in 18 deaths.

2. Disputes over Muslim Divorce

After the riot, neither Che Zahara nor the Muslim Advisory Board slackened their
requests for Muslim law reform. Che Zahara claimed to check Muslim divorce, as easy
divorce was the biggest cause of Muslim divorcees’ difficulty, while the Muslim

Advisory Board requested the establishment of Muslim court with special jurisdiction
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to deal with Muslim matrimonial issues in along with the laws of colony, criticizing
Kathis, including the one that solemnised marriage of Nadra, neglecting legal
procedures in the administration of Muslim law. At their first point, the Muslim
Advisory Board did not weight the divorce rates and they did not refer to the necessity
to check Muslim divorce by establishing the court. This attitude changed once the
discourses regarding Muslim divorce trend as problem began to attract public interest.
Its leading actor was Shirin Fozdar, founder and the radical leader of inter-religious
and inter-ethnic women’s body, Singapore Council of Women (SCW). As soon as SCW
was founded in April 1952, Fozdar put up the marital law reform for all Singaporean
women. Fozdar criticized the authority’s inaction toward Muslims divorce trend
adopting sensational terminology such as “two marriages, one divorce” (S7, 1952.12.31:
5), “divorce rate here is higher than in Hoollywood” (ST 1954.1.29: 1).

Beside this, SCW drafted monogamous bill as Fozdar thought that polygamous
marriage symbolically present the unequal status of women. Up to December 1953,
SCW drafted the bill to ban polygamous marriage and sent it to colonial authorities,
members of the Legislative Council, represent bodies of ethnic/religious communities
including the Muslim Advisory Board. In their letter, SCW claimed that monogamy

iwas the only way to relieve misery and unhappiness condition of married women.

(...) We are confident that our appeal to you to assist the women to get better marital
treatment and rights will not go unheeded. The greatness of a nation is often
measured by the caliber of its women. What greatness can we expect for this country
where in every home, the women live in a state of constant fear of being deprived of
home, security and everything that goes to maintain a happy family. All advanced
nations including Islamic countries like Persia and Turkey have granted similar
rights to their women and progressed through the efforts of these same women who
strove to offer their mite to the cause of human progress. It is very unfortunate that
in this country the women are very backward and their marital ties insecure.
Nowhere in the world is divorce so easy as in this country, but all the facilities of
divorce are enjoyed by men. Those who indulge in this practice are governed by a
Book which to them should be the word of God. Therein it laid down, "And if you fear
a breach between the two, then appoint a judge from his people and a judge from her
people if they both desire agreement, Allah will effect harmony between them surely
Allah is knowing aware”. Again it is said "of all things permitted to men divorce is the

most hated by Allah." (...) Our contention is that the condition laid down about doing

49



~ L=y TR F45 (2015 4)

"justice between them" makes polygamy impossible. Justice does not consist in giving
them equal share of the material wealth of a man, but equal share of the affection as
well. Is such a thing possible that a man can show the same degree of affection to
more than one woman? The other alternative therefore, in order to please God is
monogamy, "this is more proper that you may not deviate from the right course."(...)

(SCW, 1953.12.14)

But the Muslim Advisory Board opposed the SCW that their claim was against
Muslim law and unacceptable to both Muslim men and women. Not only the Muslim
Advisory Board challenged SCW’s view. Che Zahara, a founding member and once a
vice president of SCW but soon withdrew from her post in SCW (SCW, 1952.4.24),
opposed to the SCW’s plea to apply the ‘one man one wife bill’ to all the marriages
including Muslims with reasoning that high rate of divorce among Malay Muslims had
relevance to polygamy. Che Zahara denied the argument and commented that Muslim
law sanctioned the polygamous marriages (S7; 1953.5.19: 3).

Around nearly the same phase, arguments of Che Zahara and the Muslim
Advisory Board getting closed in urging to setting up of Muslim court to deal with
divorce. The Secretary general of the Muslim Advisory Board clearly connected two
issues when he stated to the press that “There is nothing wrong with our divorce laws,
but we certainly do need better machinery to administer them” (S7, 1953.11.19: 5).

Ahmad Lutfi also took this opportunity to welcome the move to set up Shariah court;

...The divorce cases of the last several years in Singapore, which show no sign of
decreasing, are creating an atmosphere that demands the establishment of Shariah
court. Because this is a public matter, in-our opinion, it should be administered by
the government and the government should deal with the matters that are not to be
left out like this. It is desirable to be brought to the government by Muslim members
of Legislative Council (@alam, 1953.11: 4).

He goes on to argue that the administration of Muslim marriage and divorce laws is a
public matter, and that the government should bear expenses of setting up and
running courts (@Qalam, 1953.11: 4). Behind such arguments was the fact that the
Muslim community had sought, for many years, to set up appeal institutions for the
Kathis.

The Muslim Advisory Board pointed Kathis as the main cause for the high divorce
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occurrence. In the Legislative Council, Ahmad Ibrahim appealed the necessity to have
a ‘Kathi Court’, since ‘at present matters of Muslim marriage and divorce are dealt
with by individual Kathis who are to a large extent unfettered by any control or rules’
(LC, 1954.7.20). He also pointed that ‘the Kathisin Singapore had in effect a free hand
in the solemnisation of marriages’ and that ‘the ease with which divorces were granted
by Kathis in the past has been the principal defect of the administration of Muslim
law in Singapore’. For him, this caused by the fact that ‘Kathis in their eagerness to
earn the fees for the marriage have been too ready to accept the statement of parties’
(Ahmad, 1958.12: 75).

By asserting ‘high divorce rate’ as problem, the Muslim Advisory Board adopted
the position of Che Zahara. The time was ripe; problematic recognition for Muslim
divorce had established through high coverage of press, and this gave the colonial
authority a ground to establish the Muslim court. By the Muslim Ordinance of 1957,
Shariah Court has been set up first in history of Singapore and it administered the
stricter divorce procedures embedded in the Muslim Ordinance.

Fozdar’s claim to ban the bigamous marriage, on the other hand, received support
from the People’s Action Party government, and in September 1961, it bear fruit as a
provision in the Women’s Charter!3. The preamble of the Women’s Charter declares
that the charter is ‘An Ordinance to provide for monogamous marriages and for the
solemnization and registration of such marriages; to amend and consolidate the law
relating to divorce, the rights and duties of married persons, the maintenance of wives
and children and the punishment of offences against women and girls; and to provide
for maters incidental hereto’, thereby outlawed polygamous marriages among
non-Muslims. Parts of the charter such as marital provisions including monogamous
marriage, were not applicable to Muslims!t. Thus, Muslim side of reform became a
continuous issue. In 1960, before the Women’s Charter passed by the Legislative
Assembly, the Muslim Ordinance was amended to restrict polygamous marriage by
legal procedures; the applicants of polygamous marriages were required preliminary
inquiry by Chief Kathi so that make sure that the marriage have no legal obstacles in

regard to Muslim law. In August 1966, a year after the sudden independence from

13 Tt repealed the Christian Marriage Ordinance, the Civil Marriage Ordinance and other
Ordinances related to the status and properties of girls and women.

14 Part II to IV (provisions of monogamous marriages and its solemnization and registration)
and part IX (provisions of divorce) and section 166 (provision that assure marriages contracted
before the date of 2rd March 1961 deemed valid) of the Ordinance shall not apply to any person
who is married under the Muslim law. See Women’s Charter Section 3, Item 1, 2.
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Malaysia, the Administration of Muslim Law bill, which introduced the extension of
custodial period, the minimal age for marriage, the prohibition of registration of triple
talak, and so on passed by the Parliament. Othman Wok, then Minister for Culture
and Social Affairs, advocated for the bill.

While it has not been possible to please everybody and to accept all the
representations made, it is hoped that the Bill will be welcomed as one more step - a
significant step - in the regulation of affairs and in the proper administration of law
in Singapore. The Bill also represents a significant advance in social legislation for
the protection of women, and it is hoped that women will, in particular, welcome the
Bill. The Bill has not, it is true, given the women all the benefits of the Women's
Charter, 1961, but in itself and within its limitations it represents a charter which
has restored to women their rights of which for long they have been deprived

(SP,1965.12.30).

Between five years since the Muslim Ordinance was amended, there were another
debate between Ahmad Lutfi and Ahmad Ibrahim, a legislator and advocator for both

the Women’s Charter and Muslim family legislations.

IIT Debates in the1960s: Ahmad Lutfi and Ahmad Ibrahim

1. Disputes over Divorce Provisions

Seeing that Muslim Ordinance imposed substantial restrictions on divorce,
Ahmad Lutfi abandoned its supportive attitude toward Muslim Ordinance and sought
the repeal of such laws. The dissatisfaction with the set of legislations first appeared

in a discussion opposing the Administration of Islamic Law Bill!> in 1960:

...(according to the articles,) unless a Kathi or Assistant Kathi has affirmed, upon

inquiry, that both husband and wife have reached an agreement, no divorce or

15 Released by the Singapore government in January 1961 and withdrawn in the same year
because of the strong opposition from Muslim community. The bill introduced the stipulations to
establish the Singapore Muslim Religious Council (Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura) to
administer Muslim fund and trust, to issue fatwa and to collect and distribute zakat and fitra.
Since the bill combined the existing Muslim Ordinance, it also introduced further marital reform
in the custody rights of divorced women or in other topics.
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reconciliation (rujuk) may be registered. Only in cases where both husband and wife
have agreed to adivorce may a divorce be legally registered. In short, a husband may

not divorce unless his wife has given consent (Qalam, 1961.3: 40).

Ahmad Lutfi argued that the necessity of petitioning the Shariah court to register a
divorce due to the inability to obtain an individual to register their divorces, was
tantamount to being ‘unable to divorce’, which goes against Islamic law. He further

criticizes the legislation as contradicting Islamic law:

...if it (the right of talak statement) cannot be exercised freely...then regardless of
whether you can get a divorce through law of Shariah, the divorce will be held in
limbo due to national laws, thus creating a situation in which the husband is

committing adultery with his wife (@alam, 1962.6: 5).

Ahmad Lutfi’s position on divorce was expressed very clearly.

The aspects in this legislation we must pay the most attention to are the divorce and
the attendant payment thereto (with regards to the waiting period), and the
enforcement of child support payment for children. The reason is that many males fail
to fulfil this obligation, leaving the children entirely to the divorced wife. This
legislation would make such payments obligatory, a critical element in stabilizing our

society (Qalam, 1956.1: 3-4).

He did not advocate for the suppression of divorce; rather he was putting emphasis on
legalizing the husband’s obligation to provide for his dependents. Ahmad Lutfi
repeated same point that ‘such reform would improve the lot of mothers in society and
prevent harm to the weaker sex’ (Qalam, 1962.6: 4-5).

There were no significant difference between Ahmad Lutfi and Ahmad Ibrahim on
the issue of the divorce rate and economic and social difficulties of divorced wives and
their children. On the other hand, there was a gap between them over the measures to
address those problems. Ahmad Lutfi was reluctant to change the ‘rights’ of husbands
but attempting to solve problems related to divorce by strengthened obligations and
responsibilities of husbands such as providing for dependents. By contrast, Ahmad
Ibrahim claimed that restricting the power of divorce would benefit the Muslim

community in Singapore:
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The Women’s Charter, 1961, permits divorce on grounds which are substantially
common to the husband and to the wife. It is only the Muslims in Singapore who claim
that the Muslim husband should have an unrestricted right of repudiating his wife. Is
this freedom really beneficial to the Muslims? Is it to the interest of the Muslim
community that a husband should be able to abandon his wife and children for no
fault of the wife and to leave the wife without support after three months of eddah?
Again in most countries the right of the Muslim husband has been restricted and it is
only bigoted fanaticism and a lack of social consciousness which leads the Muslim

men in Singapore to claim their exclusive rights in this matter (Ahmad, 1964.5: 15).

Ahmad Ibrahim also broached the subject of legal reform in Arab countries, Indonesia,
and Malaysia, and positioned Singapore’s reform as part of the tide of reform in these

countries.

Recent legislation in the Arab countries based on the Muslim law have decreed that
where the three talaks are pronounced at once, this will only take effect as one talak,
but in Singapore the views of the orthodox School are still followed. It is possible
however by the influence of the Shariah Court and the kathis to encourage the

Muslims to use only the ahsan (or best) form of talak (Ahmad, 1962.2: xv).

By referring to the movements in Arab countries, Ahmad Ibrahim claimed legitimacy
for similarly conceived policies. Responding to criticism that legal reform in Singapore
as oppressive towards divorce and polygamous marriage, he argued that ‘In many
respect, indeed, the AMLA is moderate and even conservative when compared with

similar legislation in other Muslim countries’ (87, 1966.11.17: 8).

2. Polygamous Marriage and the Women's Charter

Ahmad Lutfi complained that since the condition imposed in the inquiry were too
severe, ‘only three instances of polygamous marriages that successfully met this
condition in 1960’. He claimed that although the Chief Kathi was charged only with
‘confirming that there were no lawful obstacles according to the law of Shariak’, he
actually imposed four requirements; the capacity of the husband to maintain his wives,

approval of the first wife, approval of the second wife’s guardian, and approval of the
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second wife. According to Ahmad Lutfi, the preliminary inquiry was ‘seen by Muslims
as a rule going against Islamic law that was being implemented through stealth’
(Qalam, 1962.8: 6).

Ahmad Lutfi’s criticism of the marriage and divorce rules reached a pitch beginning
in January 1961. He came not only argued that the repressive administration of
divorce and polygamous marriage was ‘against Islamic law’ but also criticized the law

for being ‘Christian law’ (Qalam, 1962.8: 40) or an ‘intrusion of the Women’s Charter?

Currently, the shrewd members of the Advisory Board are scheming to incorporate

section 4 of the Women’s Charter'6 into Muslim law (Qalam, 1962.10: 6, 40).

Ahmad Ibrahim said of the Women’s Charter: ‘It is an exemplary rule of law from the
perspective of a human rights charter’. He argued that the charter’s exemption of

Muslims from the monogamy rule should be revised:

Another major reform in the Women’s Charter, 1961, is the abolition of polygamy,
which again is made applicable to everyone but the Muslims. Is it really to the benefit
of the Muslims that they should be allowed to practice polygamy? Polygamy is not
enjoined in Islam but permitted subject to strict conditions. Only a person who is blind
to the facts of modern social life will deny that polygamy causes the disruption of a
happy family life and brings about hardship to the wife and the children of the
marriages. It is difficult enough for the ordinary Muslim to give the comforts of life
and a good education to his children. To allow him to practice polygamy is in effect to

allow him to neglect the happiness and education of his children (Ahmad, 1964.5: 15).

Arguing that the Women’s Charter’s ban on polygamous marriage was a model for
modern society, Ibrahim cited other Muslim countries like Turkey and Tunisia as
countries in which ‘polygamy has in fact been abolished’ and added that “(poligamy)
has been subject to strict control in many other Muslim countries’. His stance was
confront to that of Ahmad Lutfi, who said of the Women’s Charter had originated in
specific religion or ethnicity, such as Christian law or Buddhist law, and therefore

denies its applicability to Muslims. Ahmad Ibrahim countered such critiques:

16 Section 4 of the Women’s Charter stipulates the person of disability to contract marriages
(and this included person who already married).
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,,»,the Government of Singapore is not a Christian Government. It is not the policy
and never has been the policy of the Government to impose a Christian or
Buddhist form of life on the peoples of Singapore. Rather because of the division
between religion and State, the government does not purport to deal or interfere in
religious matters. ...It has been stated for example that the Women’s Charter,
1961, is a Christian law, because it imposes monogamy and because it restricts
divorce. This is clearly absurd for it is clear that historically neither monogamy
nor divorce were parts of Christian teachings. It is as absurd to say that the
legislation as regards monogamy or divorce is Christian as to say that the lounge
suit or the motor car is Christian. The Women’s Charter, 1961, in fact repealed the
Christian Marriage Ordinance and its provisions override some of the teachings of
Christianity, Hinduism, and Buddhism. It is a State law designed for the welfare
of all citizens and it should be judged on the basis ‘Is it a good law or a bad law?’
rather than on the basis ‘Does it comply with this or that provision of Christianity

or Islam? (Ahmad, 1964.5: 12)

While championing legal reform by using the examples of other Muslim countries,
Ahmad Ibrahim also discussed Muslim welfare in Singapore. For this reason, Ahmad
Lutfi’s position, which opposes to the preliminary inquire for polygamous marriage on
the ground that Singapore government was ‘interfering with religious faith’'?, comes
under fire from Ahmad Ibrahim who criticized the position for neglecting the benefits

to citizens’ welfare and the community and for merely proclaiming ‘orthodoxy’.

In rejecting welfare legislation and measures which are introduced by the State on the
plea that they are contrary to orthodox Shafii beliefs, are the Muslims really
benefiting themselves or are they rejecting benefits which they should share with
their fellow citizens? Should a legislation be rejected merely because it does not follow
the orthodox Shafii beliefs as understood in Singapore or should the question be asked
will it benefit the Muslims or not? ...In all the criticisms by Muslims of the Women’s

Charter, 1961, it has never been suggested that it is not beneficial. (Ahmad, 1964.5:

17 ‘When the Singapore government enacted the law banning polygamous marriage, the
government declared that it did not apply to Muslims. However, in fact, the monogamy law was
indirectly applicable to Muslims... In response to this situation, some people asked whether
Muslims would be compelled to follow a law that was in breach of Shariah. Muslims ...were
indirectly affected for saying that the government should not interfere with the Islamic religion’
(Qalam, 1961.4: 3-4).
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13-14)

Ahmad Ibrahim insisted that Muslim law should be reinterpreted along the concept of
‘maslahah or the principle of doing the most benefit to the peoples of that period or
country’'®, His tribute to the Women’s Charter was based on the notion that provisions
for the control of marriage and divorces were the product of progress of the society of

the time.

...it might be questioned whether in fact the demand for special rights and privileges
for the Muslims is beneficial to them. First it is necessary to emphasis the fact that
the ideal modern state is a welfare State whose policy is to safeguard and improve the
welfare of its citizens. The considerations which influence policy and legislation must
be the welfare of the inhabitants. ...Singapore is a welfare state and its legislation is
designed to improve the welfare of all its citizens, whether they are Chinese, Indians
or Malays or whether they are Christians, Muslims or Buddhists... (Ahmad, 1964.5:
11-12)

Ahmad Ibrahim’s concept of ‘welfare’, as might be surmised from the terms ‘welfare of
all citizens’, included both Muslims and non-Muslims. But ‘maslahah’ of his usage
exhibited same orientation; rather than the specialist discussions centred on
interpretation of Islamic law and discussions involving Muslims in particular. For
Ahmad Ibrahim, Tslamic legislation’ was a framework to provide the welfare for the

Muslim fellows in the ethnically and religiously plural society.

There has recently been a tendency in Singapore among Muslims to demand that
Government should not interfere in matters affecting Muslims and that Muslims
should be allowed to follow their own practices and laws. It is difficult to know what
the self-appointed champions of the Muslim way of life really desire... Such a demand
is clearly absurd and dangerous in a State where Muslims are a small minority and

where it 1s necessary in the context of not only Singapore but of Malaysia to create a

18 Maslahah is a concept that can be deduced from Islamic law, and means public welfare. It has
become the basis for legal scholars politically sidestepping a strictly speculative conclusion. The
concept of maslahah served as the basis for wide-ranging reforms in Islamic law in Southeast
Asian Muslim intellectual currents from mid-20th century on. Thereafter (after mid-twentieth
century), general recognition of maslahah as one goal of Shariah expanded, and questions began
to be asked how maslahah would affect legal decisions (Feener, 2007: 49-50).
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national consciousness transcending racial and religious groups...(Ahmad, 1964.5:

11-12)

In short, Islamic law in Singapore was conceived and realized as something
compatible with the Women’s Charter and as a model for equal rights for men and
women. It was a system akin to the modern judiciary within an administrative
framework. It may be that what Ahmad Ibrahim created in pursuing legal equality
under the law was not simply an institution for registering marriage and divorce, but

a modern judicial framework for Muslims.

Conclusion

The Muslim family law reform in decolonizing period was essentially the
legislation for women. It is worth pointing that Muslim family law reform in
Singapore modelled on that in Malay states as well as Muslim countries like Egypt,
Pakistan and secular India which introduced family law reforms in the 1950s also.
However, the most influential model was the Women’s Charter as it was the
counterpart in terms of family legislation.

In the 1950s, where the future course of legislative reform was not so clear, both
Che Zahara and Shirin Fozdar demanded unified reform law for women. Their
allegations were similar but left one point. While Fozdar thought that the prohibition
of polygamy should be applied irrespective of religion, Che Zahara refuted this and
asserted that cause of high divorce rate were not polygamous marriages. Rather than
advocated for ‘one man one wife bill’, Che Zahara supported the establishment of a
Muslim court to control Muslim divorce. But in anyway, it seems certain that the
discourses both by Che Zahara and Shirin Fozdar attracted public attention to the
divorce trend of Muslims and prepared ground for establishment of first Shariah
Court in Singaporean history.

In 1960s, criticisms of the administration of the Shariah court and Kathis, and the
Muslim Ordinance surfaced. These criticisms were strongly conscious for contents of
the Women’s Charter. Initially supported the legislation, Ahmad Lutfi’s attitude
stiffened when he realized that its provisions ‘essentially’ changed the marital rights
of Muslims and follow the Women’s Charter. His expressed allegation for ‘women’s
rights’ stopped to appear after the debate with Che Zahara, and coincidentally with

this, he began to emphasize the responsibilities of men. This change evidences the fact
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that Ahmad Lutfi wrote his essays in reaction to issue of the times. His emphasis on
men’s responsibilities mirrored his understanding that he had to recognize women’s
rights in the rhetoric of Islam in competence with the one outlined in the Women’s
Charter.

Ahmad Ibrahim took a moderate course. He advocated for provisions that the
quest for similar provisions as in the Women’s Charter was a universal trend that
already introduced in Muslim countries in the Middle East and South East. Thus, he
adopted the similar reforms in the framework of Muslim legislation without hesitation.
In reacting to criticism, Ahmad Ibrahim repeatedly stated the concept ‘modern society’,
arguing that the interpretation of Muslim law had to be in line with the times and
condition of the society. For him, as ‘welfare’ was a borderless concept that should be
appreciated in a plural and modern society, the control of divorce through legislation
was a means of providing welfare of his fellow Muslims.

The framework for Muslim law was developed coincidentally with that of
non-Muslim fellow. As energetic debates above indicate, the border between ‘Muslim’
and ‘non-Muslims’ was not previously fixed or just an inheritance of colonial rule but
was very controversial and by such controversy the framework reached a balance: a
balance of different quests to become equal to others and to be different from others,

quests came together with living in a multi-ethnic society.
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220, AXY RAENSCEFEOFEHIIRE <M ELE, arEa—F -l X5k
RUAT WG L, TUVFNIATIZRHFERE B AREE ooTe, ZHITEST,
TDOAL ANV EBIRENE RS, L, 7—0A 7 AOMRIREITZE Do Tk
L. %o T, HEOEALLEDLDLRETIEAR, T—IA 7 XD TOREON BT
ZEWET. MO R OFR— LU b LT WIER—2 1 2 TR 253 o
FEI VD, F—TU— FRBICE > THRRBTE DT 7 AN R ET —F _R—A EOFHIA
P Thbd, ¥—V— FREIX, HEOHEDIZTTFEND 200K, SHEDK DV TR
RO EMHERT D, TDODOMBIKY — e LTEI REROTH D, EERREIIAR
A2 DI ELTH, EZBRRELTWHIONERTHILERH D,

2. FEOREICETAIAXFYRXETOS Y +

T =0 AT AORRIZH T o TE, FRETLRRE - AT L2 RER S, Zh
ZROT R BRI ENTE D, TNTIE, W7 T HIEE AT DA % U Z[E L
FEEOLREIIH D2 DIEAH I D ZOR, BT L7200, WEOKEICET 54X R
XE =7 b (British Documents on the End of Empire Project : BDEEP) T %,
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A XY A ESLSCEE O LE BRI OWTHFE 7 U7 IHRE LI BEHMEIZAFAE L 22V, L
L. A F U AR EHA O Al R H IR E LI BRHEDN 2 2 20 FOHWZIZHRET S
FOTRoTHEY W7 VTMHRES INEENT 22N TEDL LT TETH
HDTHD,

BDEEP %, f8EHISHICH S A XV A ELEE b4 A#Rl-7ny =7 R T,
WA LT IWEOKEBIZET 54 XU 23LE (British Documents on the End of Empire :
BDEE)] LT HHEBEATHTLL I EWnWH T oY= N THD, #iffE LTIAF YU X
HEOMMRHMLIZBE D FEARRE (L R %22 2R ZfEELES ELTE
D, O TEHLNRTa 2y bEloTWD4, 201549 AHAE, LFD 3 V) —X4
18 & (Riz L T4 36 fih) AR S A, [FEE T A HIE Y =7 ETHERARH STV 25,

Series A: General Volumes (5 Volumes, in 14 Parts).
Series B: Country Volumes (11 Volumes, in 20 Parts).
Series C: Sources for Colonial Studies in the Public Record Office (2 Volumes, in 2

Parts).

AT Y —=XTiE, A XY REEOBAERHCBOR 2RI BT 5 B FER D &I HREE S 4.
B > U — X ClE, FHEHE R~ O R LEORIZ BT 5 B R T & IR S
T3, C YU —XiE, X730 ENED L D ICCEMIZER - BRI TV H,
LEDOIEY FIZONWTHOFFETR>TND,

L=y T7HETIE, BYU—XDE3IEYTY, H8EL—ITRHL, WD
A kw7 7= (A J. Stockwell) #HIRICE > THREESNTEY ., ZASITHD THEMT
Hb, WEIZ~ L — 7 ORIV T E DD TLWHBEOLEEZ D AA—LTEY
BE YD IXODMEWNENY THD, ZDEN, AVI—X, CVI—XLFHTHD, 7%
HAL -~ L — 2 7 OB RO FIIEA ¥V AFESROBRERR N H D, AV —
REED & DBFED =D OIIF OB 2L L T< D, EHiT, C U — X IhiME R
HAKIZIRE 544 £V X EEMCEEEROFF EL RoTWVDH, FREDRW, A XY
AN T2 B OHFICRE 2N S5 213720,

7e¥, RHEHEIZ DWW T L S5 BEMiE, B RH LI DWW T 22T o HUBHER
HEN7T=bTFTHEIND, bITREHEFAEIAE RO TIE ARV, HD WL S 7
T EEMIZE ST, WEHRIZIERIE LK XL 0T, ZoSBFORITKECm»
DTIHRVD, NI BDTH D, MM, BRI O WX b 2B ITFEdH 5

4 AU R e XX AL O PIAERHAIC OV TITSURME THE U558 1942-7 (The Transfer of Power
1942-7) ] 2 12 BX¥REN TS, BDEEP (3% Oih &3 1) T Hiviz,
5 http://bdeep.org, 2015 4 9 A 30 HH'E,
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BEORINETSH, bolbREMOLIICEZD,

7o, 9 LigeMioxt LTid, EF LS & ézéé%ﬁ@mk%szé JEE SRR A
ZRNH Z UL, SBEHMEIIANA T4 NG OTERLTEEDIZRLUTA KTy 7D LD
LD THD, HxDEOSNWEORBNE SEERSTNDEO0, LOEAEIZEZTE S
FLTWDDON, IHERSLENO L E I AX D00, BERIZTOTA N7 v 7 &ji
AT T, 20022 EETiEbnbian, LT, IUn2dE s hianizo
D TOWVo T EIFRIN TV AR, [FUEHE 2 X < HiAiA A TRIEOH M 2 FEE L |
D5 2 TEx OREEMNZ S > TXEMHRELZITI), THAPLEE LWIFREE TH S,

DEOMEILETWME > T21E 0 72D TH D,

0 FCO141 »34 < 5

FEDLZAH, v U UEFFRANEE L 20 | BIESCEROEENCLANE 2T T b
AENRKEOLE—FRa L7 9 special collection— % S TX 722 & A3
Dnkieol, TOEIL60 F7 7 ANMIKRSEIND, EVHAT, REEENPLING
PREFT O E2G T, INOE2RETLIROOMNYREREHR TN, TXToOXESE
AT DT 10 FLL EOMEEZFET L LA LN DS, fiidisliciEEx e T vz
ALEDOIREEIZ RS 2 CERFAO—REFEHZ AR L5 ELTHDHD0s LZRuy,

ZIEWTRIZ LA, T TICBECERIEN CEHICBE Sh, 2 bid FCO141 &
LTABEN TS, ZNLIZESIH LW LHEND LS 1> T, £TI1T

[#7[E =€ > v = )L A §15E (The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History) JA3 2011

Bl U2 USRI T RE T DIC L DL E W N EE LORFESZHAR
(Vol.39, No.b), 7 =T |28 T 5 SO IR EICHOWTEmE NS Lz, & bIZZ D&,
=7 LSO HUE O FELIZ DWW T H | FCO141 SCE A IV TR RIS BLICHT LW A 2 C
Lo T oamEsHEIND LI TE T,

AR X 512, T—IA T XOLEHIHFTO R F 2 KBt U CHEBE - BlZE S Th b,
WEFHEICH 72> TTE 2L RICHBREZRY HZ 95 T 20 TE R T—IA4 7T AD
IRINTORBOMET 2T LRR 5 ZNEftAAA TV ZEREE LY, TR TIE
Zhb FCO141 XHEIFED LS WHDLERDIEL S, T2 THE LR 5 OTHHEM
LEOMWTE - BikEfrR LTz 1961 FFOBRM DA ML Th 5, HKBUFIZIEL TITR 5
BROHEDL L TROLDONRETFT LN TNDHDTHS (Cary, 20118 1),

6 Foreign and Commonwealth Office, “Guidance: FCO Special Collections,” 29 July 2014
(https://www.gov.uk/fco-special-collections, 2014 4= 10 A 10 HEI%) .
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ARV RS WV OB 2 RNRSED TR H D] D

- Mg RBRDH D VITERE~OFRIZMIE O X O 2 N x NS L ATRErEN
Ho5] b

ATV AOERIR AR D TREESRH D O

MRARBUF ORIIC L D IFERNREN OB H L] O

KEECARE A 72 3E, 2 OB F 72 ISR 72 3CE, BRBIF O N 2 IR B
B CEH L2y Z2 W ICEIIREE - Bt sz, R TR&E1EA XU A IEHE & LTl
TOHRLTHXEOWHNET-LOMEE T LBHORENOH L EA I EE LI L
Th D, MEHETEE & B 18 & OKEL - HHBIRD B D S0 Tz LR S
AWTWD A, Bkl RHEIZZ OB - B HBRO IR E LTS G57, 22O TOW
NET DRI EMBI 2§ ELFH WA, BkBUNF 2 F83 58 bz, L
L. BIFBUR T > 2 U XAZEFTHNLL, A FURBZNEHLWVERESED
ELTCWBLE, 2O TCoOMNELLEDORMDFITHIZE > THRIERFEL R T,
A XY R EIFSCEOMEIE - Bk K o THERHISED & i R b O ARB IR 4 D Fesk %
RMAPOHELED | HEOBELREL AL NDLFAI E LIZOTHD, FCO141 30E

3% 95 LB bINEINT-CEROTH S,

FRUWZLTF T, 29 LMk z2H> FCO141 LENKHET V7 LICHOVWTED &
AR LEEHLMNILDDHDDN, Y HR—VOEREFLITH LW RZR, Lz
VW, BN D 1960 FERITHIT T T « U T R—/VITBWTIIBUNT & H T D ILpEs &
DB WIZITHER— P 5 BB ER—FEE . £ 9 L72Rny, BT A ¥ U 2 &)
FHEARIZH DT a T IV AN LRREL, o HERZOREZED Z LIk oT,
FCO141 C#HiTZ Om5R & Bt R ML OMEOMIIZ LD L 5 e 5EE2 L T dDT
&5

FDL A, ZOR, EFEVPARREER S EZBREZ., RE KK FCO141 (H A H
W B B RE L TN D, o AR—/VERKE (1958 4) filEOmfE TROBUE & I3k
ITED ZENETIIITORLTWEEWSIDOTHD, £H LI ELBEELX T, LFTIX
FCO141 3CEDHR A 2R L7V,

1. YA FooF oo VvHER

FCO141 SCE I 1960 FERUICHNIT TDO T ¥ « U HR—MVIZBITHA XU ZFEH
L~ T VHEFOENGIRO —EEREA LN LT ND, ~ 7 YHERIT 1948 £

7 AR L O E &R L TN D%F TH D (Louis and Robinson, 1994),
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REMPBEMEFTHH LI b DD, 1950 FRICAD & ZHUTRAZ R L, 1Zh0KHE
B 33880 )) LSRR 2 ML S~ E S TS AR LT, ~ T Y OHRITALRET
LT WEBHIREINA) ELTEOTHD, LT, AFURAFZEH L~ T Vit
PEW DOHME A L <HUE L CRFEZ R CTMELZH 72 b DD, #ANHEN b —EDHKE
BTN IER OB RS 5 2 LIXTEehotz, T LT, 2O L3NS
IREFERRT 5 v HAR— BN TIBEE Ch o7, FEBOBUERZITA ¥V AMEZ L
TR L=y T AP bE LR bieole, U HR—MZET 5 ENGIRIZ O

Tk, YU R—=IVBFSCEICHES WFFE (Lee Ting Hui, 1996) . ~ 7 Y HLEA D A
DOEFBFRIZIES T (Ji, 2009) 72 ENT TIZAR STV DD, BRESCER — — il
DB IET BN ZITHEZHEL TER LZFRATL SN TN D —— X ZORKEIcEHIC
FLWELBTEHIEAH Z L EHIFEEN D,

ZTNz I 2T ERFEEEEE X, VU AR— USRI DEGERO T LAS Y L -
F ¥4 (Lim Chin Siong) &~ 7 VHLER & DN Y 2 FCO141 CEN E 9 HivTn»
DRI LTz, U A, K<ambhTnd B0, ARITEIN (PAP: People’s Action
Party) ZIRIZFTE L., AIRERND U — -+ 7727 (Lee Kuan Yew) O T A /N TH
272, V=1 PAP ZRT DB OXFE 2 IR T D720, HENFEWIFE 2R
FEIR%E 2 TIRVAATED Th o7z, LrL, U AL 1956 FIZHEBITME L= L LT
Waniz, 2ok, 1959 FIZIFHFT L7200, 1961 4, ~ L — U THAEDED K&
ToTY—EHURL L, PAP ZHENL, xHHtB 13U %> - 27 U A (Barisan Sosialis)
ZELTRENSDOEFEZRDEZLOD, fH, ~L—I THBORIELZDLH LT 7
L2 BT, 1963 4, 143 o 7 SR AR C Al S Au72s,

FiZ, 20V AiF, AROENBEROBLEO RS &~ T YIERD & o I E AR
DT DOFEL T2 D N TH ST EMLEMTHENDER, MbEZVAMES S 2 LHTE D,
eI PAP WIZW et E NV DERLE LR L & bIAWFEIFADE T LA
TR ERRFE I L WS T—ELTnb, /-, fﬂzﬁéﬁﬁfﬂﬁi’%ﬁ%%?ﬁb
DO UBHEDOERICIERDOXFENRNH TN BIEEBZ XN TWD, LML, IS
LD D, WERDOEBENREDERED LD TH TR ONLRNDTH D, WIS 2L,
ULAEEBRLERB TholeNE I DPbRbnNE ENTELDThHD, Lo TLE
HHTHLRINWZEDRHITHEZ D0, i 1960 FAPBHIT T TD L U TR —/L DB
BEVWODITENGERE LTEML LS LT T, 2o Nz L TN EIEI N
FVWEERRALEZAL D,

1960 ERAEE, ¥ v AR—VEIFR~ L—3 THEBA~THROXFRF 2 LK T 5 7201 H
fR U730 [ ~DF4 (Battle for Merger) ] TiX. U AlI~ T vHPEF RSV HIF

8 U AOITEMZ DWW TIE— 2R £ T % (Tan and Jomo, 2001),
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TlRbEERT7O L MDY =X —ThHDHLWF SN TS (Lee Kuan Yew, 1961: 27), L
MU, FEEIZHDOHWIETIE, VAE~TYIHFER L DDV —EDOWIERR & -
Tl EIERDOOL R T VIRER A ThH o7 2 I oW TTEREN e B5 %2 iR
LERRHHES 2D T, 1995:183),

ZDR, BITACAB SN SCETH R S5 OIXEEEFETE (Special Branch) A3 il{E
Lic 854 07 Vv = o A5E] BIE 15 (1957 4F) Thd, FAFIXY A&~ T PILpE
T N—IRE T o THAEEME R L T2 L DR EZPAMIRL TNWDLDOTH D, B
AP S e I K o TR L2 b 2T Lz, RZIZITY L2083 5 2 3ER
FHFETH D IEHEY  (Anti-British League : ABL) ~Eii L7=Z &, B4 &5 LT
ZEL BEOROREBEREAEAA L2 &, MIETREEITo Tl &7 EE X LVGE
SENEHIN TS, 7y MIKICEIT 2 Y 20FEOKE SZHFH L TV 5 8085
HCTh 59, At [HE~ORF] OTHEO—o2tholk ot Bbhb,

FNTE, VAEIREFIV B TH7T20D, ZI TR, A F U AXLEL N> ARBEN,
~ 7 Y HERIFEE CTho7=F > + X (Chin Peng) DIESIZIEHR LoD & 4liv 7=
VY, 1999 4, ﬁi#?VNﬁh‘DT%E@iﬁt%&U—ﬁvay7%ﬁOko%@
RNV D TF U F IS A DR LR L o7 2 E RO, L OBERIZR LT,
BEIXR D X 9 e ib 72 SV EIL TE X TV DHDTH S (Chin and Hack, 2004: 190-191)

I don’t think so. I don’t think so. Lim Chin Siong never admitted he was Communist

Party member.

F e XUATY ARHE TR N2 LITFE > TV RWY, WBTH D LRORN-T, &
WO ULREBLIEEREZBEDIRL THWLETROTH D,

ULE~TYHEREIMEEZLNREZ CELULICRERGHBERICH T LE
XHRETHAI,

2. )=+ 72|22\ T

Ve e I T 2Ny R — LV OERNGBIZEB W TR LRENZ W T, BN
RESTLOD, @FbEE ST, EENHAEH L TETZOIXLEOT LARR I Y —
DEBEAXY ALEORH Y —DFEEOHLWEORIMETH D, 1963 42 H, v

W= VEHFZY & - F oAb 100 4 L0 b o 7e BE &) 52 0 8t il — v oS 1F ik
(Operation Coldstore) — A ~7=, Z DL &, U —i%, LRI L, SMFOER

9 Supplement No.1 to Police Intelligence Journal for 1957, FCO141/14775, the National
Archives of the United Kingdom(NAUK).
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IR LIZIIMEEZ E L 72 o7 ThHAI T LR LIz E Sivd (The Straits Times, 4
February 1963), L2>L., ZAUIEMZ 52 2METH-72ndb LIV, 4 F U ALE
ZEtelR Y . AT MERR O FHE IR T, 4 XU AHMEROIE S 23T LAWHWBATH -
2y EWVD XD LENETHD, 1990 FERDOA XY ASLTEAFICHEN, ZoZ &
WZOWTIEFZE S HH STV % (Harper, 2001: 40-42), U —(3 R & L EICA XU 2 L8
BERBRIIHY . ZOHFEETLHRFIAT D VHICH - T-DT,

AEDOBELCEFEAR THH TER L2V DIX, 1957 £ 8 A —XBiFE2H <5
RIEIZONWTTHD, L< U —1F 1954 0D 1992 EF TERLEZBO L SNDINZE
DEIRERFIFEE LOLOTH Y IERETIZAR W, 19574 8 A, PAP X KED#%, £k
WHUTERZ RS T2 Z ERNHENETH D, ZDLE, ERBRELTRARDCBMNLIZE
DB SN TEHRPITEESITEENLEIRICED bND Z LIl oTe, EIRITEEEZE 2
L) — b AREZFEER., EXEICHELEN, V—Tbidona@ fELEz, Tk,
BUFBF T ISRIEN T ZBED (LIR) 23, FITHARE, &R, UV ——IRMBEm L.
9 LeHBARE 2 T, WHITHICOERBIEO WM E SO W HIF TN Z Lo
o T LIERMENR S DD THD (A, 2014, 215-216) 10,

U — 7o B3l 2 FRTNC > TO Tk Z BEEE L 72O TR W & DR LR Dia
UbngiT C&iz, 208, SHEAR SN YEEOREOREIZIZZ OEOEFHNOLY
EDIZOVWTHIRIENWZ ENRFLINTND, D LESRDIND, =27 U ARfE-> T b2
EELBRVOT, ZRBFEXDOEEUTIZSIHT 51,

He said that in his recent talk with the C.P. and D.S.B. and Mr. Khaw, they had all
been a little bit hesitant about the action to be taken. I said that I had
conversations with them and that I knew they were completely satisfied that action
must be taken and, indeed, that they would be recommending this. I suggested
that the hesitation was related to their concern about the possibility of suggestions
being made that The C.M. was taking action in order to help Lee Kuan Yew pull his
chestnuts out of the fire, that is, to eliminate some of the opposition within the P.A.P.
The C.M. said that Lee Kuan Yew had not specifically asked him for help of this
kind, but, from their conversations, he knew that Lee Kuan Yew would like him to
do this. He assured me that he was on top in these negotiations and it was he who
would be obliging Lee Kuan Yew, and not the other way round. He was prepared to

assume full responsibility for the action taken, and considered it essential to do it

10 BUE PAP [ B0 KIRICETE Lis, TguiRB s mm B aias L. BB s b i
ITEEEZENTHZ LTI,
11 Note by Governor, 8 August 1957, FCO141/14774, NAUK.
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comprehensively and soon.

SIRSCERMIO He 1& CM. T, CMUTEFEREZHEO WU A 2k y 2 Lim Yew
Hock, C.PIZ%5TEE ., D.S.BIXEE4F%EE, Mr. Khaw (385 7277 REGE (Khaw
Kai Boh) Tho7otEXbND, U —I3BUFOHE Z 51> T TR A #E L 7o) Tl
REZITHHN, EHEORRIIU LD LI RO ThHoTZ EHREINEZDTH D,
B, TTICBRRZE I, V=TT a2y A XU RYFLEDOBRIZ OV TITHRA
KA TIZ FCO141 XEEXHWmB 2L Tnb, v HR—/VEEE (1958 ) il
EOMRMFRIZIBNT, U —I13 R M SRR TH—R B IRRE & LT BEIEE 4 17 - 728 1213,
B ETBHEDS R DN B ORI OBERF I 2B 2 5 2 72\ & T 5 RE—OFA
WRFLTZb 0D, BIOBFHETIEA XYV RALZDZETEELTW LW IDTHD (K
7, 2014, 212), F5R. T OFRBEITHERLS & L CHEITS L2, T ORI, PAP EJjfGE
FHOMN 1959 FREEICH LN T IMREBNT-DOE, <Moo TIN5 LB THD,
201543 H, V—+ 77 amid 91 i CHEE Lz, F4E 9 ABTE, H o THOENY I
ol NxDEL T TICREBIZASTND, BEDZ LNRFERRIEL LI >TLEZIL,
ZD%, BEEFERPEHTHIETHAIH, £H Lichh, BEXEHZBDLETIHAF
U ASLENR-TRENIA B ETETREL 2D L b,

Bbviz

b, 4AXVAEMNMXEEOFHALEONL 20 OEICONTH LD & & bIT,
FCO141 23 < SR AfB L T& 72,

FEHIT, T2 20 FLEL OHNWE, v L= T, YUHR—, TR A ORI
DO HED TE T, KB ELLDE, RV 22072 n s Bnt b o
T2, RERIR DO THIFIED FiEim<Cdh 0 HFIZH L CRRIRHIIR WD, v ) f
Wb HoTenbThD, DX 5FIFRIRY FEHICTHK Lic~v y~ VHFHHRTH - 7=,
BBC M#H#HTIhA LIzl &, HoRITHIENZ DA o722 LT, &I
HOMEEL X IO TH D,

EROE I THEZEICB T DR NOMEICONW T Thote, EDOEZAH, BIEDA X
U A [E S22 D Ffi—Hist BDEE 2 @5 Lo EE 130T AT I v/ »ala=7 4
DEPR—ITBNTIE, A F U AFENFRMESORECA XY AR HiZ k- T
AL LT &3 25 2 B3R, DT DOEOBINARZ DB THEOT T « 77 U I DOR
ZIRODLZENTEOE, NI TITFHATE RN, A F U ZANTRITORAZ L <
BERL, Av— MUERMFEEZ S VHLEZEWSDOTHS, LinL, 95 LI
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FEone ZAbH D, BFERREBESSUER e T2 O I A HIN/RTEMR O B 153
Ho TV DB D ThH o, FROMAITEEL SO b, & X ITEHT 281 ~OR#
A, MFEE L ORI o L ERNCEY flTe R & 2007212, < U~ v FHER
FEOZ R AT TN,

EEROE IIEE ORI THRENCON T Th oo, ~ U~ VHEFFRICBW T,
MRETZ LR LEOFIEE B E LD D Y L TREREEZ R Lz, £/, ffkzEL
THHATWRNSTEERBRCEHDOHFE SO L, ZOBRITERZ DT 72, 58
F—HEOZ LERBTIELZELED—IT, 50 LIRS 2L, fERIcb - &K
ERAMAETHILENTED, IHICFEZARX, 9 LELRBERRT U, R
STLEIDONS LIV, K Tldd 2 TR0 o723, 7 =7 OMSLIE 1963 4£C
Y L=V T ORI 1963 . =T OIFFFEREORH] (1952-1960 42) &~ 7Y DIEHE
FREDIFH] (1948-1960 4F) [THER->TH Y, NEOHB L IZIFZFBHE Ch 72, [FEkD
JERFEUNEE L0, EHICIE TEUTBE SN TRZRN 272, SR, HRkE~
L= T HRTHRERELEZFR > TAZ b,

EOLRDPoTZENI BEDELIAD TARME LA LT,

(BH3CHR)

AR (2014) T HR—NVONEHBHEESL 203 2T 4 Fa—ar—
1985 v v AR — /VEBEIEOHIE & AN EBATENIE WK SOEA BTz L 7%
R TN R E B EERBUE - S 7 4 — 7 A TSR OMkd 2372 — Bl &
gk~ & A 5 EERBIR] TR #EE,

ANINTART BREERRE, RINANFERL, BFRRLR, $aRFERE (2007) [7—H A 74255 K
WRFPRFBL R 7 — A 7oA ] AHER,

ARME— (2008) [ YV R &7 EFE 78— ik & BRoEE] 455,

PEfERFE (2015) NEN72IET OFLE - Hri&rl [ XU A EOEPEER] Bl SCERE )
(http://ricas.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/asj/html/063.html, 2015 49 H 30 HEIE),

wEsER (2015) [TArEOEE] 235 D) TABEZ7+—7 5] 3475,

HAIE (1992) [HEENLASCEAEO BA - Hpg 7 o7 BFREEN] 7 2 7 R8T,

FH (1995) [ o ATR—=n—V— 77 2 ORI 7 27 IR,

fpAFnZ (2008) [HFEEH DT HDT A Y WENLASCEHERIE T A K] SR,

JAR TR (2009) [RZEICHKD > TCEHBR /) —~ 7 P IREER & LRt MLt

12 Z O, K R EXELIC BT 2 2 OREZ H < iR LT & 72 OKJHE, 2008).
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[ZvtEA1]
R — 2 Rt~ L — T OREEE & S e

~ L=y 7, RO EIERLOENICEY AL, HTLWT AT 7 ZFICHR
WA CRIFL TV A2 T,

MRS F NI OB O RIKIRRAES & LTER SN~ L— T F, R
BHEL L TRDODONDIFEEODRBENSEE I EZRFSELBIZ, A AT ARBRBFOSE THE
REFHELEL) ETHrEBMELMA TWET, EANTIE, 7I7FI7ERICE->TL
EEREZIEND — T, HEXBE U TAMEROE HEERTEE L, ZHIRT
HHTL—ANIFA AT LHEAXDES LOSZRELE L TWETHA, TEZREDIF
MICE R RIEHAR DY, £, EBEHEELNEONEANLRE &SR E LT
FHELLTT L=V T HBIERDPERWVFAETT, ZOXIITEZHEERR AL PEE
57V —yT TR, WAWARAT 4 TEFIH L TCREROREN IO TEE LT,

ARG — 2 Rt~ L — v 7 OB & §Fide] Tk, ~ L —Y 7 OHEERERT
ARoNnbb0ITExUY A, ZRIEfE~L—V T OBEEZMANLET,

BEPERE——ENSEX X 58HM
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[Summary]

On “the Discovery” of the Migrated Archives:
A Guide to the Research in the National Archives of the United Kingdom

SUZUKTI Yoichi
(Shimonoseki City University)

This article is prepared as a guide to conduct research activities in the National
Archives of the United Kingdom. Although the research environment improved
remarkably and it is much more convenient to use the Archives now, some researchers
still take wrong approaches when conducting historical research. How can we conduct
proper yet successful research in the Archives? This article presents some research
tips for scholars of Southeast Asian Studies.

Chapter 1 introduces the basic principles for organizing and keeping the
documents in the archives. Each group of records in the archives is maintained in the
same order as they were originally stacked by the creator of the groups. By keeping
the groups of records in the original order, the creator’s additional contextual
information and the original environment of the creation are preserved. When
establishing their methods of research, researchers must take these basic principles
into their consideration.

Chapter 1 also introduces the significance of the compiled sourcebooks of
historical documents titled British Documents on the End of Empire (BDEE). This
series of volumes contains an annotated selection of official documents from the
National Archives, charting British withdrawal from its colonial territories. The C
series of BDEE can be regarded as a guidebook for British colonial documents in
general.

Chapter 2 introduces the Migrated Archives. Sensitive and incriminating
collections of documents from Britain's former colonial governments were sent back to
Britain (hence migrated) on the eve of decolonization, to be stored in the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office archives, in order to prevent their disclosure. If these
documents were disclosed to the public, the British Government and the local
collaborators could have faced subsequent embarrassments. These documents,
recently "discovered" and released, provide deep insights into the studies related to
the decolonization of Malaysia and Singapore. From the documents, it was discovered
that more so than the previous studies revealed, Lim Chin Sion and the Communist
Party of Malaya were in close cooperation. Furthermore, the same observation can be

made for the relationship between Lee Kuan Yew and the British Government.
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